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The Christian's Attitude 
By Adelaide S. Johnston 


“*Discobolus’’ is the name of a famous statue by Myron, 
now in the Vatican Museum in Rome. It is a superb figure 
of an athlete throwing.the discus, an implement used in the 
games of the ancient Greeks and Romans. The sport has 
been revived and is used in Olympic Games today. These 
verses are an appropriate side light on the lesson on Joshua 
in this issue. 


ISCOBOLUS in marble seems 
Replete with life, with strength, with 
power. 
No statue this of careless dreams 
Or fashioned in an idle hour. + 


’Tis said that oft, unconsciously, 
One gazing takes that statue’s pose, 
His pulse beats hard, he seems to see 
The mark at which that player throws. 


The attitude strong Christians take 
Has influence they never know. 

The lives they live for Christ’s dear sake 
Are known above and felt below. 


Their courage with our weakness pleads, 
Their steadfastness to do His will 

With our vain dreams and careless deeds. 
Beholding them, our spirits thrill. 


Oh, let us give ourselves today 

To the Great Sculptor, that His hand 
May carve in love our faults away, 

And as strong Christians make us stand ! 


yg 
The Lord's Wars 


When sin began, God had to be a 
God of war. For God hates sin, and his 
righteousness demands that he war 
against it until it is finally and forever 
put away, along with its wages — when 
“the last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death” (1 Cor. 15:26). God’s enemies 
are the enemies also of those who trust 


and love and serve him; therefore, in 
behalf of his loved ones, he wages war 
against their enemies. Israel moved 
toward the Promised Land, out of the 
bondage of Egypt, through hosts of 
enemies — but God fought for Israel. A 
little sentence tucked away in the his- 
torical record which tells of Israel’s tri- 
umphant march is interesting and sig- 
nificant. Weread: “Wherefore it is said 
in the book of the wars of the Lord” 
(Num. 21:14). There follows a brief 
statement of some of the miracles of 
victory that God accomplished for Is- 
rael. Is it not true that “the book of the 
wars of the Lord” is still being written 
—his wars in your behalf? Today “we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places” (Eph. 6:12). They are too 
much for us, and only God can battle 
them successfully. But we are in the 
midst of the battle; “wherefore take 
unto you the whole armour of God,” 
and watch him write new chapters of 
victory in “the book of the wars of the 


Lord.” 
a 
Man's Origin Now Solved! 


Man insists that he must discover 
everything. That being so, any revela- 
tion from God is quite unnecessary. And 
man has now discovered how man orig- 
inated —or rather, how man may have 
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originated. A handsome, expensive vol- 
ume has been published entitled “Early 
Man,” as Depicted by Leading Authori- 
ties at the International Symposium, The 
Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadel- 
phia, 1937. The “authorities” contribut- 
ing to this volume of discovery are an 
imposing array of human brains from 
many countries, including the United 
States, England, Norway, Java, China, 
Scotland, South Africa, Denmark, Aus- 
tria, Manchuria, Brazil, Holland, and 
Japan. <A beautifully printed circular 
reports the following gem of discovery 
included in this vast volume: “The evo- 
lution of man may have been due to a 
shifting of the climate which caused pre- 
human forms to migrate from the high- 
lands of India toward the south and 
forced them to use their brains in order 
to survive, thus making them men.” 
These strange, “pre-human” creatures 
had to become men or pass out —and 
they decided to become men! This is 
very simple, and very satisfying, — to 
science. We can believe this, or we can 
believe that, after God’s creative acts 
making grass and herbs and trees, and 
fish, and beasts of the earth, and always 
making all these “after his kind,” “after 
their kind,” God said, “Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness. ... So 
God created man in his own image.” 
Can we not hear God saying again to- 
day: “For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God... . And again, The 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, 
that they are vain”? (1 Cor. 3:19, 20.) 


Winsome Lives 


thought, for interruptions such as 

were coming from her balking sewing 
machine. It was hard to be patient when 
the machine, halting, then going for- 
ward spasmodically, finally stopped alto- 
gether. She tried her best to learn the 
trouble,*to no avail. Decidedly, she was 
not mechanically minded. At last her 
brother came to the rescue. Twisting 
a screw here, another there, he loosened 
certain parts, disclosing the source of 
the disturbance (and her bad housekeep- 
ing). Broken, matted bits of thread and 
dust had so accumulated that the long- 
suffering machinery was too clogged to 
move. After the accumulation had been 
removed, the loosened parts restored to 
their proper places, and a few drops of 
oil applied, the machine ran merrily on, 
in perfect order. In the meantime much 
precious time and patience had been lost. 


[' WAS a busy morning; too busy, she 


Yet, perhaps the time was not entirely 
lost. The interruption gave her some 
food for thought. 

What seemingly insignificant things 
they are, those “little foxes, that. spoil 
the vines,” that bring a cloud between 
our souls and the dear face of our Sav- 
iour! Little sins we call them, or per- 
haps we do not recognize them as sins 
at all. How subtly they creep into our 
hearts, at first hardly discernible, but 
through repetition growing and flourish- 
ing like weeds in a carelessly tended 
garden. Finally, unless we take the 
warning of conscience to root them out 
altogether, they choke all our good in- 
tentions, all our holy desire to live close 
to our Lord, and our usefulness as Chris- 
tians is practically gone. 

‘What a terrible picture it is! Is there 
nothing we can do about it? Thank God, 
yes, there is! Let us not think, how- 
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ever, that of our own strength or ability 
we can do anything. Poor helpless crea- 
tures we, powerless to get rid of the sin 
we have now been brought, by the Holy 
Spirit, to loathe and abhor! But one 
thing we can do, even in our weakness: 
we can look to our Rock, our Fortress, 
our Deliverer, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who in his own body bare our sin once 
for all. “The blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin.” In mercy 
he will hear us; he will take from our 
hearts the petty envies or jealousies, the 
impatience, the tendency to complain or 
worry, the resentments and irritability 
and lack of love which have crowded 
out the “love, joy, peace” which are the 
heritage of those who abide in Christ. 
Again shall we find delight in commun- 
ion with him who will put a new song 
in our mouths, even praise to our God, 
and our lives, once so crippled with the 
weight of sin, will become fruitful, use- 
ful lives in his service. 

There are useful, Christian lives, how- 
ever, that would be more attractively 
useful, and winsome, were they more 
freely oiled with the lovely graces of 
Christian courtesy, hospitality, and kind- 
ness. Without such graces Christians are 
like houses furnished, to be sure, with 
all the necessities of a house, but lack- 
ing, perhaps, pictures which add beauty, 
or flowers and plants which fill the home 
with fragrance and cheer. Peter ad- 
monishes us to be courteous (1 Pet. 3: 
8). In Acts, Luke twice considers the 
courteous and hospitable treatment of 
Paul and his companions worthy to be 
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recorded (Acts 27:3; 28:7). Paul re- 
peatedly urges us to be “given to hospi- 
tality” (Rom. 12:13; 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1: 
8); and Peter tells us to be hospitable 
“without murmuring”! (1 Pet. 4:9.) 

Of course the essence of all true hos- 
pitality and courtesy is kindness. Out- 
ward polish, though not to be despised, 
may be present when real courtesy, or 
heart-kindness, is not. How our hearts 
go out in love to Him who first loved us, 
because of His kindness to us! (Isa. 54: 
8; Luke 6:35; Eph. 2:7; Titus 3:4.) It is 
to be expected that again and again 
kindness be set before us as a necessary 
virtue and fruit of the Spirit-filled 
Christian (Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:12; 1 Cor. 13: 
4; Gal. 5:22). What a wonderful picture 
we have in Proverbs 31 of a “worthy 
woman”! Industrious, capable, generous, 
fearless, wise, she has this added 
grace: “The law of kindness is on her 
tongue.” 

It is unimaginable that Christ was ever 
discourteous or unkind. Even to little 
children, though the disciples considered 
them a bother, he was sympathetic, 
ready to listen, and kind. Why should 
not true kindness of heart be expected 
of us, his followers? Only as we keep 
looking at him, the one “altogether 
lovely,” can we have victory over even 
“little”: sins. But, keeping our eyes on 
him, these Christian graces, which help 
the wheels of life to run more smoothly, 
may be developed in us. Then shall our 
lives be truly winsome, winning others 
to love and serve our Saviour and Lord, 
whose gentleness makes us great. 
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“Ascended Masters” — 
A New False Cult 


One of the new Satanic religions mas- 
querades under the name “I AM,” or 
something like that. 


I think it originated in Los Angeles, 
and is gradually moving to other parts 
of the United States. It was brought to 
this city by a woman who learned of it 
in the Western City, and many of our 
local people are becoming enmeshed in 
its toils. 


It will be interesting to you to know 
that the Ballards are now broadcasting 
on a national hook-up from Los Angeles, 
and I heard it over a local station last 
week. 


When visiting in San Francisco a year 
ago I found that one of my very best 
friends had become engulfed by this Sa- 
tanic cult, and they have made him really 
believe that by application of certain rules 
of thought and living he can become so 
“spiritual” and proficient as to be able 
to leave the body and return to it at 
will, visiting the heavenly places, etc. I 
was immeasurably shocked to see how he 
had been carried away by the teaching, 
and that’s why I am anxious to have you 
publish a warning. Satan is certainly 
working hard these days. 


Please print an exposure of it in the 
Times as completely as you can and as 
soon as possible, for some of us here are 
Geeply concerned over the way our neigh- 
bors and friends are being drawn into it, 
and we would like to know how to com- 
bat it—A Michigan reader. 


From the literature of this movement 
it is evident that it is only a fresh ex- 
pression of the ancient teaching of Pan- 
theism, which is the foundation of many 
false religions, including the popular and 
destructive delusions of Christian Sci- 
ence and New Thought. A handsomely 
printed magazine of the movement is 
called The Voice of the I AM, being “the 
mouthpiece through which the Ascended 
Masters’ Instruction can reach the stu- 
dents quickly. . . . It will also contain 
information as to where the Accredited 
Messengers, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Ballard 
and son, Donald, are teaching the As- 
cended Masters’ Instruction on the ‘T 
AM.’ ” 

A few quotations from the officjal liter- 
ature of this movement are enough to 
show intelligent Christians its blasphem- 
ously antichristian position and teaching. 
For example: 

“Every one, who has ever accom- 
plished the Ascension, Jesus included, 
had to use this Violet Consuming Flame 


. to dissolve his own human creation, 


before the substance of his flesh body 
could vibrate at a rate that would enable 
it to ascend. ... 

“When you sincerely and firmly give 
attention to your ‘Mighty I AM pres- 
ence,’ your Ascension begins at that 
moment. ... Then the finer part of the 
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flesh body is drawn into the Higher 


Mental Body, and It ascends into the 
Electronic Body of the ‘Mighty I AM 
presence,’ when the individual becomes 
the Ascended Being, which Jesus, Saint 
Germain and hundreds of others are. 
This is the individual’s eternal Body of 
Light that never changes. ... 

“The Ascended Master is the Con- 
queror over so-called death, while the 
one who has passed through death has 
failed to hold the Mastery or Control 
of its substance and energy. Therefore, 
he must return in another baby body, 
grow up and try again to attain his 
Victory, by keeping his physical body 
harmonious long enough for his Presence 
to release through it the full Power of 
Light and Love, and thus expand the 
Perfection of Itself, which is the As- 
cended Masters’ Victory—the Ascen- 
sion.” 

The same issue of The Voice contain- 
ing the foregoing quotations contains 
also “Jesus’ Afternoon Discourse,” dated 
January 1, 1937. In this “Discourse” is 
the statement: “Therefore, if you cannot 
believe that it is your Beloved Jesus, the 
Christ, that is speaking to you, then you 
are unfortunate.” 

This “Discourse,” claiming to come 
from “Jesus,” says further: 

My Beloved Brother, Saint Germain, is 
just as real as I am and is an Ascended 
Being. He is completing the Work which 
I started two thousand years ago. May the 
whole world understand that and give obe- 
dience to it. 

In another New Year’s Day Discourse 
purporting to come from “Jesus” we are 
told that in every individual there is 
a God-given dominion which every one 
can assert at any time. This is the old 
and ever repeated delusion and lie of 
Pantheism, which Satan began in the 
garden of Eden when he assured Eve 
that, if she would turn away from God, 
reject his Word, and do the will of 
Satan, “ye shall be as gods” (Gen. 3:5). 

It is significant that in the literature 
of this new false cult, as in Christian 
Science, New Thought, and all similar 
false cults of which the foundation is 
Pantheism, there is no recognition of sin 
as the universal inheritance of the hu- 
man race; or of the wages of sin which 
is death; or of the necessity and fact 
of Christ’s death on the cross as the sin- 
ner’s Substitute, dying in the sinner’s 
stead, and bearing in his own body on 
the tree the sins of the world; or of the 
necessity of Christ’s shed blood as the 
only way of salvation for lost sinners. 
These eternally vital foundation-truths 
of the Gospel are not found in the false 
cult of the Ballards, or in any false re- 
ligion, yet they are the only way of 
salvation and eternal life for lost sinners 
who would be redeemed. 

The Holy Spirit pronounced the ver- 
dict on the religion of “The Ascended 
Masters” and all other false Gospels 
nineteen centuries before this cult made 
its claims, when he said through Paul, 
to whom He had revealed the only. Gos- 
pel of salvation: “But though we, or 
an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
As we said before, so say I now again, 
If any man preach any other gospel unto 
you than that ye have received, let him 
be accursed” (Gal. 1:8, 9). 




















— 














Lesson for July 3 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* 435 














Proclaiming Pardon and Peace to Prisoners 


Bringing the Good News to those first made captive 
by Satan, then by the law * 


By William A. Corey 














E WAS a young and successful 

mechanical engineer when God 

called him to leave his birthplace 
in Arkansas and become a spiritual en- 
gineer, assisting such activities in several 
large cities. He worked in the jails of 
Detroit and St. Louis before coming to 
Los Angeles. Here he has labored for 
twelve years, organizing the preaching 
of the Gospel in the prisons and bring- 
ing it to a thoroughness seen in no other 
large city in the United States or prob- 
ably in the world. , 

The Rev. Ira E. King is chaplain of the 
Los Angeles City and County jails. 
During these twelve years the saving 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has been 
preached to all the prisoners in all the 
jails every Lord’s Day. Many thousands 
of souls have been saved, both in the 
jails and among the dependents of pris- 
oners outside; paroled prisoners, both 
men and women, who have been saved 
in jail, have been encouraged, helped to 
employment, and in many ways taught 
to walk in the good and safe way; sys- 
tematic Bible study has been organized 
not only in the local jails but in scores 
of jails in many states and foreign coun- 
tries; a monthly magazine is published 
and is in its fourth year; a compact body 
of jail workers has been organized and 
perfected; difficulties, financial and 
otherwise, have been patiently borne; 
lessons have been learned from experi- 
ence, and the work has gradually im- 
proved until the Los Angeles type of 
jail evangelism has become known over 
most of the world. 


Many Open Hearts among Prisoners 

Any adequate preaching of the Gospel 
in the jails has difficulties all its own. 
To the uninformed the antagonism of 
the “criminal” class to the Gospel would 
probably be placed first on the list. As 
a matter of fact this comes last if, indeed, 
it exists at all. It may surprise many 
readers to learn that the great majority 
of prisoners are not “criminal” at all ex- 
cept in the technical sense. And grant- 
ing that there is a real and well organ- 
ized criminal class (who furnish “copy” 
for the newspapers), — even among these 
there is little opposition to the Gospel. 
Prisoners as a rule listen gladly to Gos- 
pel preaching (when such preaching 
comes from the heart) and are far more 
open to spiritual truth than most sin- 
ners on the outside. “Church Hour” on 
Sunday is a welcome hour, not only with 
prisoners but to guards and officials. It 
is a time of thrills; of tense interest, of 
seed-sowing in fertile soil; of tears of 
remorse that often flow down faces hard- 
ened by sin. No, the difficulties as a 
rule do not come from the “congrega- 
tion.” 

But there are difficulties. First there 
are the jail officials. Not, let us hasten 
to say, that these officials are “opposed 
to the Gospel,” for generally speaking 


For the past twelve years the United 
Jail Workers’ Association of Los An- 
geles has been preaching the Gospel 
in the jails. The members of the As- 
sociation will gladly give information 
and advice to other Christian workers. 
Chaplain King will come to any 
town, confer with mission workers, 
pastors, and others, speak in 
churches, visit jails, interview jail of- 
ficials, and help others to start evan- 
gelistic work among prisoners. It is 
understood of course that those in- 
viting the Chaplain would pay his 
traveling expenses, and where infor- 
mation is requested postage should 
be enclosed for the reply. Mr. Corey 
describes the work of the Los Angeles 
Association in this article, and in an 
early issue of the Times will tell of 
systematic Bible study promoted 
among the prisoners. 

The Jail Workers’ Association of 
Los Angeles publishes a_ monthly 
magazine, “The Jail Evangelist,” 
which carries full information as to 
the work of the Association day by 
day. Sample copies are sent on re- 
quest. Requests may be addressed 
to Chaplain Ira E. King, Managing 
Editor, 224 Hall of Justice, Los An- 
geles, Calif. 








they are not. To get at the official angle 
one must see things through their eyes. 
They are responsible for a large and 
constantly shifting body of prisoners in 
their charge,—responsibility not to be 
underestimated. Jail breaks are not un- 
heard of, as we all know. The desire 
for freedom breeds desperation and an 
ingenuity sometimes uncanny. And the 
feeding, sleeping, and general care of 
hundreds of men and women is no easy 
chore. 


Care in Admitting Speakers 


Now all this being the case it is highly 
important for the jail officials to know 
(I said know, not guess) who is admit- 
ted behind the bars as a visitor. Hun- 
dreds want to see the prisoners, for a 
multitude of reasons, — friends and rela- 
tives, attorneys, people having legitimate 
business with individual prisoners, be- 
sides missionaries and preachers. 

One of the very first things Chaplain 
King did on taking charge of the Gos- 
pel work in the Los Angeles jails was 
to solve this highly important and deli- 
cate problem. He went to the root of 
the matter, even as he would look among 
the back teeth of a Diesel engine for a 
dry bearing. 

A Jail Commission, to have official 
charge of all preaching in the jails, to 
serve without pay, was authorized by the 
sheriff and the Mayor of Los Angeles; 
this Commission to be composed of well 
known men of standing in the commu- 


nity, who should be at once a peg upon 
which to hang responsibility for the 
personnel of the Chaplain’s force of 
preachers, and an official sanction for 
the kind and character of the Gospel 
preached. “Be sure you’re right, then 
go ahead.” And official standing is one 
good way to be “right.” Serving without 
pay, this Commission is no political bait, - 
so the grafters look the other way. But 
the Commission is composed of pastors 
and Christian business men acceptable 
to Fundamentalist churches and other 
evangelical bodies, thus making the 
whole jail set-up water-tight against the 
cultist, the fanatic, the dishonest, and the 
spiritually unfit generally. So far so 
good. 

While the jail Chaplain’s office, like 
the Jail Commission, is a recognized of- 
ficial position, it carries no salary; so it, 
also, is no political plum. And this 
brings us to the ever-present financial 
problem. 


The Message and the Method 


The financial burden of the United 
Jail Workers’ Association of Los An- 
geles is borne by the members them- 
selves. To be sure, a yearly banquet is 
held which sometimes nets a small profit, 
and also gifts sometimes float in on the 
wings of the U. S. mail; but for the most 
part the workers themselves (all poor 
people) foot the bills and pay the 
meager salaries of the half dozen full- 
time workers. 

The Gospel of the shed blood is 
preached and no other. The Bible is 
held up before the sinners who have 
been caught, just as it is held up before 
those not yet caught as the saving Word 
of God and no other. Jesus Christ is 
presented as “the way, the truth, and 
the life” (John 14:6), and not as one 
way among many. The men and women 
who go into the jails on each Lord’s 
Day do so, not to exploit some contro- 
versial Bible interpretation, but to hold 
out to lost men and women the Bread 
of Life, the living Water. These Los An- 
geles jail workers are men and women 
who love the souls of men and would 
seek to save the lost. Some of them have 
themselves been saved out of the depths, 
and give their personal testimonies out 
of full hearts and dearly-bought experi- 
ences. 

These workers enter the jails in groups 
of seven, a leader and six others. They 
go to the “tank” and floor assigned them. 
Here they give a forty-minute service 
of song, message, and testimony, distrib- 
ute Gospel literature, and invite men to 
accept Christ. They dress plainly, the 
women avoiding all worldly suggestion. 
There are special groups of trained 
singers who go from group to group, 
singing the Gospel and making melody 
in their hearts. Each group, after the 
two hours of forty-minute — services, 
hands in at the Chaplain’s office a filled- 
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in blank showing results, — acceptances 
of the Lord as Saviour, hands raised for 
prayer, literature given, and the like. 
Musical instruments, such as portable 
organs, add to interest. There is no 
loud, excitable or unseemly demonstra- 
tion. The groups are carefully “checked 
in” by the jail officials and “checked out” 
in the same manner. 

The United Jail Workers’ Association 
of Los Angeles has a “Home Depart- 
ment” to care for families and depend- 
ents of prisoners. Often these depend- 
ents present pitiful cases, and trouble 
at home and the natural anxiety of the 
prisoner for his family makes the ground 
most fertile for the sowing of the good 
Seed. The Rev. and Mrs. John A. Rem- 
ple have for years administered this de- 
partment. They visit homes on the re- 
quest of prisoners, supply food, clothing, 
medicines when and where needed, bring 
Christian sympathy and, most important 
of all, bring the Bible message to trou- 
bled hearts. They get wife and children 
on their knees in prayer. These good 
Samaritan visits are repeated again and 
again. Hundreds are saved in the homes 
in this way. Then, word reaching the 
husband in jail of what has taken place 
in the home, his heart is touched and 
another prisoner is saved in jail, fol- 
lowed in God’s good time by a whole 
family reunited and a Christian home 
established. 

The woman in jail is a sad object, — 
the woman soiled by sin! She requires 
a woman Chaplain, serving under the 
official Chaplain. Mrs. Mima Snodgrass, 
Spirit-filled Christian worker, has for 
many years served in this capacity. The 
woman in jail—some 8,000 of them in 
Los Angeles in the course of a year — 
brings in a whole group of problems all 
by herself. A woman must carry the 
Gospel to women. She must counsel 
with those in trouble, extend Christian 
sympathy, and point the way to divine 
help. She must and does conduct Gos- 
pel services in the women’s wards, keep 
on friendly terms with the salaried jail 
matrons, watch for newcomers, try to 
help the woman saved in jail when re- 
leased. This latter is a far more serious 
problem with the woman than with the 
man. Both need guidance, but the 
woman, for obvious reasons, is in con- 
stant danger. The drain on Mrs. Srod- 
grass’ slender financial resources is ter- 
rific. Also once a month she goes to 
Tehachapi where the California State 
Penitentiary for Women is located, holds 
a Gospel service there, counsels, prays, 
does what she can. Her sympathies and 
nervous strength are under constant 
strain. 

Frank Coloumbe, serving without pay 
as the Chaplain’s spiritual assistant in 
the private office on the tenth floor of 
the Hall of Justice, just across the cor- 
ridor from Murderer’s Row, deals with 
individuals who come in for help. The 
only limit to these calls for help is the 
limit to this devoted worker’s time and 
strength. Day by day he deals with a 
multitude of troubles, giving the only 
remedy, the Gospel, and fishes for souls. 

Thus the great work for the prisoner 
goes on. Services are held in twelve 
jails every Sunday, giving the truth of 
the Gospel of grace to 4,000 prisoners on 
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the average every week. One hundred 
thousand prisoners,—92,000 men and 
8,000 women,—pass through the jail 
doors of Los Angeles every year. 

Opportunities and responsibilities are 
growing. A new State Penitentiary (for 
first offenders) is soon to be built here. 
A new Federal Prison at Terminal 
Island (near San Pedro and the Los 
Angeles harbor) is nearing completion. 
These vill require attention. 
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Then there are road camps in the 
mountains where services are held for 
prisoners, and ten or twelve W. P. A. 
camps which, while not made up of 
lawbreakers, are being wholly neglected 
and the jail workers would serve them 
if they had the men and means. Truly 
the harvest is great and the laborers 
(and dollars) are few. Who will come 
ever to Macedonia and help us? 


Los ANGELEs, CALIF. 








Will Eddie Go to 


Or must he swelter in the heat 
of the slums 








Camp This Summer? 
By Marian Bishop Bower 














6¢,_JESH yo’ noise, chile!” Mrs. Fuller 

held up a warning finger. “Don’t 
you see I jest got the baby settled down? 
Ain’t you nevah goin’ to learn to come 
up the steps quiet lak a mouse?” 

Eddie shook his woolly head. His eyes 
were wide with excitement. “Guess 
what, Mother—somethin’ swell! I’m 
going to camp this summer !” 

Mrs. Fuller pulled the boy close to 
her and looked at him anxiously. “Ain’t 
got no fevah, ain’t got cold hands; but 
Ah ’spect yo’ a bit teched. Been out in 
the sun?” 

That was a joke. Outside the wind 
was whistling round the corners of the 
rickety old house. Snow was falling. It 
blew in through the cracked windows 
and settled in a fine powdery mist on 
the floor where it lay for a while with- 
out melting. The baby’s basket, pulled 
close to the little coal stove was in the 
only warm spot in the room. 

Eddie pulled away. “I guess I know 
— the teacher said — hey ! look at Dolly !” 

Dolly sat by the window sticking her 
black fingers into the snow and making 
tiny snowballs which she was attempt- 
ing to poke down Erliana’s neck. “You, 
Dolly, take yo’ hands outta that snow! 
Heah yo’ brothah’s teched with the sun 





Is this a true story? 


It tells of a real colored family 
of elc zen who live in three rooms 
in Philadelphia. Eddie attends the 
Galilec Mission Sunday School. The 
school has organized twelve Bible 
Clubs among the boys, girls, and 
young people ranging in age from 
seven years to the early twenties. 
Each week over one hundred boys 
and girls are eagerly memorizing 
Bible verses, hoping to earn one 
week at a Christian camp. 


Evenis have not yet turned out 
as they are described toward the 
end of the story, but such things 
may easily happen early this sum- 
mer. The camp is to be held the 
last two weeks in July. This story 
will touch your heart. If it touches 
your purse or check book, you may 
write to Miss Josephine F. Patter- 
son, Sunerintendent of the Galilee 
Mission Sunday School, Box 415, 
Philadelphia. 











an’ you teched with the snow. Ain’t 
you got no sense?” Three-year-old 
Dolly trotted away from the window, 
dragging two-year-old Erliana after her. 

“Where at de sun?” she asked, gazing 
intently at Eddie. 

“In he head, I guess,” her mother 
laughed, her fat sides shaking. “In he 
head. He say he goin’ to camp — what- 
evah that mean. Like camp meetin’, 
maybe?” 

Four-year-old Nellie Marie untwisted 
herself from the old ragged quilt that 
was wrapped tightly around her, to come 
over to the group to join in the conversa- 
tion. “Me go to camp,” she announced 
in a triumphant croak. “Come on, Eddie, 
you an’ me’ll go. I cold!” 

Her mother raised a warning hand. 
‘Tll wa’m you, young lady, effen you 
don’t wrap yourself up quick again. 
What good de lard on yo’ throat goin’ 
to do, effen you catch mo’ cold on it, 
huh?” 

Eddie looked around in _ disgust. 
“Camp’s for big boys and girls. It’s for 
learning Bible verses, Mother. It’s Bible 
Club that I told you about. Look, 
Mother, this is for learning five verses.” 
‘He held a little pin up before his 
mother’s admiring eyes. “I learn five 
more, and then ten more, and then more, 
—every time we learn as many as the 
teacher says, and, then, Mother when we 
learn as many as she says, and say them 
‘all, we go to camp!” There was some- 
thing like awe in his voice. “It’s woods, 
and flowers, and games, and swimming, 
Mother! The teacher had a picture. 
There’s Bible lessons, too, and good, good 
food.” 

Slowly the smoke-blackened walls re- 
ceded. The bare, broken floor disap- 
peared. The smell—a mixture of pov- 
erty and cold and dirt— was gone. The 
noise of the streets died away. A little 
black boy and his mother were looking 
at camp. 

Overhead the sky was blue, flecked 
with puffy white clouds. The trees, heavy 
with leaves, swayed gently. Around long 
tables, piled high with food — plenty of 
food for all—sat little boys and girls, 
colored boys and girls, sleek woolly 
heads still wet from recent riotous 
splashings in a crystal-clear creek. Flow- 
ers were thick in the green grass. - Birds 
were singing their good-night songs. It 
was very quiet save for the singing of 
the birds and the soft swish as the wind 
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played through the leaves, for the 
teacher at the head of one table had 
just raised her hand. Then the voices 
were raised in chorus: 

We are feasting on the living Bread; 

We are drinking at the Fountain Head; 

And whoso drinketh, Jesus said, 

Shall never, never thirst again. 

A sneeze broke the silence. Mrs. 
Fuller looked up in dismay and some 
bewilderment. She rubbed her eyes. “I 
seen it all there plain as could be fo’ a 
minute. Once I was in the country. 
Eddie, when you and me and the rest 
gits to Heaven, it’ll be country all the 
time. Thank the Lord, Eddie, he died 
fo’ us, so we can be there. Ain’t no 
snow there. Ain’t no cold. Well, child, 
learn yo’ verses good and git yo’ little 
first taste of Heaven.” 

Nellie Marie sneezed again. Mrs. 
Fuller got up from her chair to wrap 
the child up more securely. “Eddie, run 
down to the drug sto’ man an’ ask him 
will he let you have a dime’s worth of 
cold medicine for Nellie Marie. Tell 
him when I get the dime, Ill send it to 
him, or maybe he’ll let you run errands 
fo’ him.” 

Eddie ran out into the snow. Ragged 
shoes let in the cold and the.wet. A 
thin little coat was small protection as 
the chill wind lifted it to send it blowing 
before him, but Eddie, head low to keep 
the snow out of his eyes, ran along 
utterly unmindful of the weather as he 
said softly his new verse: 

But these are written, that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name. 

The day passed quickly. Week after 
week the children met in the Mission. 
Days began to grow warm. Small rooms 
became ovens. The Fuller children slept 
in the open doorway at night, or on the 
front steps. Eddie had learned his verses, 
but better still, he had come to know 
and love his Lord, and camp was just 
around the corner! Mrs. Fuller began 
to get him ready. There was only one 
sheet, but she washed it and mended it 
with pieces cut from one of Mr. Fuller’s 
shirts. (He had two.) The last Bible 
Club night came. Eddie was excited. 
“Tonight we find out who gets to go to 
camp, and all about how we get there. 
Oh, Mother, I hope I’m going.” 

Mrs. Fuller looked surprised. “Ain’t 
I heard you say verses until I can al- 
most say ’um mahself? What you mean 
—I hope?” 

‘Tm just about sure.” Eddie’s black 
eyes danced. “The teacher said she’d 
say tonight all about it. I guess I'll get 
going.” He was off like a shot. 

Mrs. Fuller sat rocking the baby. The 
other children played round her feet 
until one by one they tumbled off to 
sleep. The sounds in the street grew 
fainter. Mrs. Fuller’s head dropped ta 
her shoulder. Mr. Fuller, on the steps, 
snored quietly. Two hours passed while 
the family ‘slept. 

Dragging feet came down the side- 
walk. Up the steps, into the room, crept 
a small boy. It was Eddie. His face 
had suddenly grown old. All the light 
of joy and hope was gone from it. It 
looked almost gray, and the terrible res- 
ignation of the desperately poor was 
written upon it. Mrs. Fuller woke with 
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a start. “Who that? You, Eddie? What 
the mattah?” 

Eddie suddenly flung himself to the 
floor. Great sobs shook his thin little 
body. His mother bent over him in per- 
plexity. “What is it, Son?” she asked 
gently. “Didn’t you say the verses good? 
Ain’t the teachah goin’ to let you go?” 
Eddie’s sobs continued. The mother, who 
had known much of trouble and little 
of comfort in her life, put the baby in 
his basket and picked her oldest child 
up and held him close to her. She loved 
her boy. “Won’t they let you try again? 
Want I should ask the teachah?” 

The child shook his head. “It isn’t 
that.” He brushed his hands across his 
eyes and sat up. “The teachah feels aw- 
ful bad. I did know my verses. I knew 
them best of all, but, Mother, it takes 
seven dollars to send one child to camp, 
and the money didn’t come. Oh, Mother, 
it was woods, flowers, and games, and 
swimming — and I could have gone, but 
now —” His sobs broke out afresh. 

The mother’s eyes filled with tears 
that dropped on the little woolly head. 
Life is hard when you are poor, and 
colored, and not very big. Life is hard 
for mothers and fathers, but they are 
more used to trouble, can bear it better. 
“Tap, tap,” went the rockers, “creak, 
creak,” answered the floor; and a twelve- 
year-old boy and his mother cried them- 
selves to sleep, to slip away until morn- 
ing from their sorrow and disappointment 
and grinding poverty. 


This is the end of the story. Could 
you make it end differently? Seven 
dollars will send one child to camp for 
a whole week. You could send one child 
—or help to send one, couldn’t you? 
Summer is almost here. Let’s awaken 
Eddie. Tiptoe quietly. The babies are 
dreaming. The tears are still shining on 
Mrs. Fuller’s face. Shall we tell her, 
too? 

Just a touch on the shoulders — there ! 
Don’t be frightened, Eddie. It’s all right. 
It was just a bad dream. The money has 
come for camp! Hush, child, you'll 
awaken the children! What is it, Mrs. 
Fuller? You were dreaming that the 
Lord had come with a message for you? 
Why, that message is one of Eddie’s 
verses: “Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you.... Let not your 
heart be troubled.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 

ve 


Here is the sorrowful mystery; I can 
disappoint God’s love, I can thwart his 
purpose in my life. The sunshine of joy 
may beat in vain on my sullen and un- 
thankful heart. Even the plough of sor- 
row may leave me, as it seems, harder 
than before, bitter and _ rebellious. 
Though God’s blessed rain descend upon 
me, my heart may be an ungrateful soil. 
So that, in spite of all God’s toil, the 
field of my life may still be barren, or 
covered only with thorns. 

Let me but confess my shame, put my- 
self afresh into his hands, open my heart 
to the sunshine of his love, the rain of 
his mercy. And the word shall be ful- 
filled: “This land that was desoldte is 
become like the garden of Eden.”— 
Francis’ B. James, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar. 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















“Deute Pros Me” 


CAN readily understand why many 

people when asked for a _ favorite 
Scripture quote Matthew 11:28, but I 
often wonder why so very many of them 
misquote it, “Come unto me, all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden.” I know 
of no English version that reads thus. 
I must admit that the Greek word here 
rendered “labor” means also “to be 
weary,” but it is safe to say the people 
who misquote it do not know that. 

I rejoice to know that the One who 
had power to straighten the poor bent 
back of the woman who had been bowed 
together for eighteen years has grace 
sufficient for old Viancy, the washer- 
woman, who wailed, “Seven more wash- 
ings to do, and it’s my birthday, and 
Ralph’s so shiftless!” But the context 
in Matthew 11 convinces me that our 
Lord was speaking here of a worse 
weariness than any caused by sore feet 
or an aching back —and I have known 
both. I believe that his arms of com- 
passion are outstretched to that despair- 
ing one who has tried for righteousness 
and failed. There is no labor more 
futile or exhausting, no sense of failure 
more overwhelming. 

The “come,” deute, of the original text 
is a striking word. It is listed in the 
lexicon not as a verb, but as an inter- 
jection, a rallying cry for those whom 
Satan has routed. Despairing soul, be- 
hold those outstretched arms and hear 
that ringing voice that speaks as never 
man spake, “Hither! To me!” The 
flickering wick he will never quench, 
for he never burns dimly. The bruised 
reed sustained by him stands straight 
and strong. 

I heard a tragic story the other day 
of a man who gave evidence of conver- 
sion in a meeting conducted by one of 
those groups who stress emotional ex- 
perience and teach that one may be 
saved today and lost tomorrow. His 
family testify that for some time he was 
a changed man. The home life was 
beautifully transformed. Then one day 
came a terrible temptation. He flew into 
a rage, engaged in a street brawl. He 
was plunged into the depths of despair, 
doubted the reality of his own experi- 
ence, returned to all his old sins. He is 
convinced that he was elected to be 
damned. 

How my heart goes out to such an one, 
laboring so heavily laden under the load 
we must all have borne perforce but 
for that one blessed word, “Come.” Most 
of us at some time along the way in our 
blind folly have tried to carry it. Not 
one of us has reached such a fortress 
of habitual victory but that we may fail 
as ignominiously once we look away 
from our Lord to our own feeble re- 
sources. The insecurity of self-depend- 


ent labor will always be the same till 
the dead in Christ and those who wait 
his coming hear the trumpet sound and 
the final glad hail, “Hither! To me!” and 
are caught up to meet Him in the air. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 














By Ernest Gordon 

















The pressure of Japanese invasion 

and the closing of a large part of 
the seacoast of China are likely to open 
up the old routes west of China, like the 
ancient Silk Road, which passed from 
Nanking through Shensi and across Tur- 
kestan. It would then link up with the 
Siberian railway and the Turk-Sib rail- 
way to Samarkand. It was along these 
silk roads that Christians first came to 
Central Asia. Hundreds of years later 
Marco Polo found fellow Christian trav- 
elers on the same roads. This develop- 
ment may have an important bearing on 
the opening of Central Asia to evangel- 
ism. ' 
Brigadier-General F. D. Frost, of the 
British Army, “had settled down to 
evangelize in England as best he could,” 
but the call has come to Central Asia. 

“I ask your prayers for our witness on 
board the S. S. Mooltan among the pas- 
sengers and crew; for opportunities at 
ports of call, —Gibraltar, Algiers, Port 
Said, Aden, and Bombay; after that at 
all military stations on the frontier and 
other places on the accompanying map. 
You can see our proposed itinerary and 
can pour out a barrage of prayer upon 
the enemy’s stronghold in each place 
before we go ‘over the top.’” 

With him goes Dennis Richardson, whose 
father was a missionary physician work- 
ing with Dr. Pennell among the fierce 
tribes of the Northwest Frontier of India. 
Mr. Richardson in a lovely statement of 
his Christian experience says: “It was at 
aC. S. S. M. meeting that, as a boy, I 
came to know the Lord Jesus as my own 
personal Saviour. Soon after, the Lord 
laid on my heart the countries of the 
world that had never heard the Gospel. 
After leaving a public school, God in- 
creasingly worked in my heart, giving 
me a greater love for him and a greater 
desire to yield my life,— body, soul, 
and spirit to fulfill his purposes. After 
taking a course in tropical medicine I 
went to the Pioneer Missionary Train- 
ing Colony. During this time God re- 
vealed himself as faithful in meeting 
every need, material and spiritual. I 
really began to love my Bible intelli- 
gently and to enjoy ... prayer. 

“It was after the first nine months’ 
training that I realized my lack of power 
with regard to leading others to Christ. 
I claimed the promised gift of the power 
of the Holy Spirit and he has given me 
a wonderful joy in speaking to individ- 
uals of the love of Christ. 

“At the Pioneer Missionary Training 
Colony we are taught to endure hardness 
and to be good soldiers of Jesus Christ 
with the objective of taking the Gospel 
to lands that have never heard of him. 
It is a priceless privilege, that of hasten- 
ing the coming of the King.” 


AA 2m press into Central Asia.— 


Bilney and Latimer.—Such men are in 
the real apostolic succession of the 


Church of England and are its glory. 
They are continuing the witness of an 
earlier day. There is the lovely story 
of Bilney and his ruse to get the truth 
to Latimer as told in Latimer’s own 
words. It is an appropriate story for 
this year of Reformation anniversary. 

“Here I have occasion to tell you a 
story which happened at Cambridge. 
Master Bilney (or rather Saint Bilney 
that suffered death for God’s Word’s 
sake), the same Bilney was the instru- 
ment whereby God called me to knowl- 
edge, for I may thank him next to God 
for that knowledge that I have in the 
work of God. For I was as obstinate 
a Papist as any was in England, inso- 
much so that when I should be made 
Bachelor of Divinity my whole oration 
went against Philip Melancthon and 
against his opinions. Bilney heard me 
at that time and perceived that I was 
zealous without knowledge, and he came 
to me afterward in my study and de- 
sired me for God’s sake to hear his con- 
fession. I did so. And to say the truth 
by his confession I learned more than 
before in many years. So from that time 
forward I began to smell the Word of 
God and forsook the Schools’ Doctors 
and such fooleries. 

“Now after I had become acquainted 
with him I went with him to visit the 
prisoners in the town of Cambridge, for 
he was ever visiting prisons and such 
folk. So we went together and exhorted 
them as well as we were able to do, 
moving them to patience and to ac- 
knowledge their faults.” 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
Pastor Paul Bordreuil, a devoted servant 
of Christ in France, has just passed 
away. He was trained in theology and 
served the Reformed Church for some 
years. Then came the separation of 
Church and State and, like many other 
pastors, he felt obliged to fit himself in 
another profession to support himself 
while preaching. He studied medicine, 
his father and an evangelist assisting 
him in the care of his church until his 
long and absorbing medical studies were 
finished. When the war broke out he 
served as gallant surgeon on the battle- 
field and later worked with a famous 
medical professor in Hospital 59. Here 
he attained a special competence which 
gave him a reputation. He received both 
the Croix de Guerre and the ribbon of 
the Legion of Honor. 

Numerous friends urged him to give 
himself entirely to the medical profes- 
sion in some large city, but the call of 
souls was louder and more pressing. 
He took a country parish near Montau- 
ban and with Dean Doumergue built up 
a Christian school for boys called L’In- 
stitut Calvin. The spread of Modernist 
tendencies led him to found, with others, 
the Alliance of Evangelical Pastors to 
maintain the faith in the parishes. He 


was an earnest and enthusiastic evan- 
gelist in the South of France, his favorite 
theme being joyous faith in the redeem- 
ing Christ. As a country pastor in Mas- 
da@’Azil he exercised a fruitful ministry. 
Then he was taken with painful sick- 
ness. His faith in the midst of physical 
agonies made a profound impression on 
all who came to see him, and many of 
these last were themselves seekers after 
encouragement at his bedside. (Dr. Per- 
rier, in Le Christianisme.) 


A promising work in Oporto, Portugal, 
is carried on by English Methodists. The 
number of members in the city and out- 
lying villages is but five hundred, which 
represents a community of 1,700. Yet 
such is its influence, and not the least 
through its effective schools, that when 
a religious census was held in Republi- 
can days, no less than ten times that 
number in Oporto alone declared them- 
selves Evangelicals! In two instances 
in Oporto a church hall, surrounded by 
schoolrooms has been built and is kept 
in repair by well-to-do local families 
and lent to the Methodists without cost. 
In another country town a successful 
builder, who has lately completed a de- 
lightful new home for himself, “has 
built by the side of it an equally delight- 
ful little church to be devoted entirely 
to our evangelical work.” The leader 
of Portuguese Methodism is Alfredo da 
Silva, a convert from Catholicism. 


Mission Incidents.—The Guardian of 
Madras reports that moving picture op- 
erators in India find Bible stories, and 
particularly incidents in the life of 
Christ, coming to be among the most 
popular. Indian audiences, even in movie 
halls, enter into the spirit of the themes 
and witness them with reverence. Bible 
scenes are exhibited in Lent with much 
success. A group of Hindu artists re- 
cently visited Calicut and enacted a 
drama on the life of Christ for several 
days before crowded audiences. They 
prepared themselves for. it by a week 
of fasting and abstention from worldly 
pleasures. 

William Strong, evangelizing Chile on 
horseback, comes upon a Mapuche In- 
dian reserve. They had never before 
heard the Gospel and asked if the story 
was in the newspapers. “Where is the 
country where that man [Christ] lived?” 

The report of the Japan Evangelistic 
Band speaks of a young Japanese who 
recently passed away in a hospital. Such 
was his testimony there that four or five 
other patients became inquirers of the 
way of salvation. “I saw the fan which 
he used during the hot summer months. 
It was covered with Scripture; also with 
names of persons for whom he faithfully 
prayed. He could not move from his 
bed, but many times daily held up the 
fan before the Lord praying for those 
in his family, his office, and elsewhere, 
whose names were there inscribed. 
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JULY 3. JOSHUA: A CHOICE OF LO 


International Uniform Lesson.—Numbers 27:15-23; Joshua 1:1-9, 24:1-31, printed text, Joshua 1:2-6, 24:14-9f 
Golden Text.—As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.—Josh. 24:15 























The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Joshua 1:2-6; 24:14-21 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Josh. 1:2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go 
over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which 
I do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that 
have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto 
the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your 
coast. 

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee ali the 
days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I 
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt 
thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto 
their fathers to give them. 


24:14 Now therefore fear the Lorn, and serve him in sincerity 
and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served 
on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the 
Lorp. 

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lorp, choose you 
this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lorp. 

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we 
should forsake the Lorp, to serve other gods; 

17 For the Lorp our God, he it is that brought us up and our 
fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, 
and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us 
in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people 
through whom we passed: 

18 And the Lorp drave out from before us all the people, even 
the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also 
serve the Lorp; for he is our God. 

19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the Lorp: 
for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive 
your transgressions nor your sins. 

20 If ye forsake the Lorp, and serve strange gods, then he will 
turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done 
you good. ’ 

21 And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve 
the Lorp. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Josh. 1:2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go 
over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which 
I do give to them, even to the children of Israel, 3 Every place 
that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, to you have I given 
it, as I spake unto Moses. 4 From the wilderness, and this 
Lebanon, even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all 
the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going 
down of the sun, shall be your border. 5 There shall not any 
man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee. 6 Be strong and of good courage; for thou shalt 
cause this people to inherit the land which I sware unto their 
fathers to give them. 

24:14 Now therefore fear Jehovah; and serve him in sincerity 
and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served 
beyond the River, and in Egypt; and serve ye Jehovah. 15 And 
if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day 
whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served 
that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve 
Jehovah. 

16 And the people answered and said, Far be it from us that 
we should forsake Jehovah, to serve other gods; 17 for Jehovah 
our God, he it is that brought us and our fathers up out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of 1 bondage, and that did those 
great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the peoples through the midst of whom 
we passed; 18 and Jehovah drove out from before us all the 
peoples, even the Amorites that dwelt in the land: therefore we 
also will serve Jehovah; for he is our God. 

19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve Jehovah; 
for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive 
your transgression nor your sins. 20 If ye forsake Jehovah, and 
serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you evil, and con- 
sume you, after that he hath done you good. 21 And the people 
said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve Jehovah. 

1Heb., bondmen. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D, 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


NCE more we turn to a consider- 
C) ation of the outstanding lessons 

in the lives of some of the great 
heroes and heroines of the people of 
Israel. We need to remember that we 
are not studying Hebrew folklore, but 
actual history and biography — “All 
these things happened” is the testimony 
of the Holy Spirit. But all that is re- 
corded was for a definite purpose. They 
“are written for our admonition” (1 Cor. 
10:11). 

The Book of Joshua is, in the Old 
Testament, what the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians is in the New. It sets before us 
the inheritance of the people of God. 
Of old they were blessed with all tem- 
poral blessings in earthly places in the 
land of promise through Joshua. Today 
we are blessed “with all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places in Christ.” 
Joshua and Jesus are really the same 
names. Both mean “Jehovah, the Sav- 
iour.” Joshua is from the Hebrew, Jesus 
from the Greek. This explains the seem- 
ingly strange statements in Acts 7:45 and 
Hebrews 4:8. The “Jesus” of those verses 


is, of course, really the Hebrew general, 
Joshua, who succeeded Moses as leader 
of Israel. He was distinguished for his 
faithfulness to God and to Moses, whose 
assistant he was (Num. 14:6; 26:65). He 
and Caleb were the two spies who en- 
couraged the people to go up and take 
possession of the land when the ten 
brought back their evil report. By di- 
vine command Joshua was selected by 
Moses to be his successor (Deut. 34:9) 
and was filled with the spirit of wis- 
dom, so as to enable him to lead.the 
people into their inheritance. He was 
a valiant man, of unimpeachable integ- 
rity, whose life and character challenged 
all to devotion to God and obedience to 
his Word. 


The Historical Setting 


The forty years of Israel’s wanderings 
in the wilderness had ended. The older 
generation, whose unbelief kept them 
out of Canaan, had now all passed away, 
save Caleb and Joshua, and the time 
had come for the Israelites to go up 
and take possession of the land prom- 
ised to Abraham and his seed. Chronol- 
ogies differ, but we are probably safe 
in saying that this was in the last half 
of the fifteenth century before Christ. 
The Book of Joshua covers a period of 
about twenty-four years. 


a 


Verse by Verse 


Joshua 1:1, 2.—“Now therefore arise.” 
To Joshua the command of God came, 
bidding him lead the people over Jor- 
dun, to whose eastern shore Moses had 
brought them. The Jordan typifies death; 
for us, the death of Christ, in which we 
are identified by faith, in order that we 
may enter into our resurrection priv- 
ileges. It is as we reckon ourselves 
dead indeed unto sin and alive unto 
God in Christ Jesus that we appropriate 
the blessings of Canaan-rest. 


Verse 3.—“Every place that the sole 
of your foot shall tread upon.” All the 
land was theirs in title. God had defi- 
nitely given it to them (Deut. 34:4). But 
they must make it theirs practically; so 
with our present inheritance in Christ. 


Verse 4.—The extent of the land. The 
area indicated is more than Israel has 
ever actually possessed, but it is theirs 
by covenant, and in the kingdom age 
they will occupy it all (Ezek. 47:13-21). 


Verse 5.—“I will be with thee.” Joshua 
did not need to fear any foe, for God 
had promised to be with him and never 
to fail or forsake him. Faith had but 
to lay hold of the promise and go for- 
ward. 


Verse 6.—‘Be strong and of a good 
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courage.” Three times over in the 
Lord’s charge to Joshua this exhortation 
is found. When one is in the will of 
God there is no occasion for fearfulness, 
no matter how powerful the enemy, for 
“greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). As 
we feed upon the Word we become 
strong to overcome the foe (1 John 2:14). 
This was to be Joshua’s strength and 
the secret of prosperity and good suc- 
cess (Josh. 1:8). 

Chapter 24:14.—“Serve ye the Lord.” 
Having proved the blessedness of rely- 
ing upon God throughout all the wars 
of Canaan, Joshua in his old age calls 
upon the people to renew their covenant 
with Jehovah and to put away every 
false god. Abram of old was called out 
from idolatry to serve the living God. 
So his children are exhorted to faithful- 
ness in the service of the One who had 
led them and cared for them all through 
the years. Over twenty years have 
elapsed between this part of the lesson 
and that of chapter one. 


Verse 15.—“Choose you this day.” 
Joshua urges them to a very definite 
choice. For himself, he declares, his 
mind and the minds of his household 
have already been made up. “We will 
serve the Lord.” It is of all importance 
that one decide for God, and openly de- 
clare himself. 


Verse 16.—“God forbid that we should 
forsake the Lord.” The people took the 
ground of already being on the Lord’s 
side. Their ready response seemed to 
imply that there was very little exer- 
cise of conscience, which would have 
produced self-distrust. 


Verses 17, 18.—“He is our God.” They 
recited glibly the mighty acts of the 
Lord, from Egypt until the then present, 
and declared their full allegiance to him, 
and their determination to follow and 
serve him. But there was no apparent 
sense of sin, no repentance because of 
their many failures. 


Verse 19.—“Ye cannot serve the Lord.” 
Joshua seems to sense their unreality 
and stresses the holiness and jealousy of 
God—jealous for their good—and 
warns them that if they persist in sin 
he will not forgive. Therefore, unless 
truly broken before him, they could not 
serve him. It was a warning not to trust 
in their own hearts (Prov. 28:26). 


Verse 20.—-“He will turn and do you 
hurt.” For the people to covenant with 
God and then to violate their promises 
would only expose them to judgment. 
God’s very holiness demands that sin be 
not passed over lightly. 


Verse 21.—“Nay; but we will serve the 
Lord.” It sounded all right. The future 
would show how much there was behind 
their solemn affirmation. The flesh can- 
not be trusted, but where there is de- 
pendence upon God, he will give grace 
and strength for faithful performance. 
Verse 31 indicates that they were true 
to their decision for one generation. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Secret of Success. Most of us 
would like to be prosperous and success- 
ful in life. In the eighth verse of this 
chapter, which is omitted from the 
printed lesson, we get the heart of 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International. Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 3.—Joshua: A Choice of Loyal- 

MVE PRET Numbers 27:15-23; 
Joshua 1:1-9; 24:1-31 

2. July 10.—Caleb: Life-Time Devotion. 
Numbers 13:26-33; Joshua 14:6-15 

3. July 17.—Deborah: Emergency Lead- 
oo eee Judges 4:1 to 5:31 

4. July 24.—Gideon: Following God’s 
ti OE eee Judges 6:1 to 8:35 

5. July 31.--Samson: Strength and Weak- 
eee Judges, Chapters 13 to 16 

6. August 7.—Ruth: Adventurous Faith. 
Book of Ruth 

7. August 14.—The Relation of Temper- 

ance to Character (A personal as- 

pect of temperance). Proverbs 4:10- 
23; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 

8. August 21.— Hannah: Godly Mother- 


Ee eee 1 Samuel 1:1 to 2:10 
9. August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 


ONE Scenes. 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 








the whole matter. Read it carefully. 
Ponder it well. Obey it implicitly. 
If you do, God himself, who can- 
not lie, has promised, “then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.” If the Word 
of God is read, studied, believed, and 
practiced, no life will be a failure. It 
is right here that we need purpose of 
heart — first, to decide definitely for 
Christ —to trust him as Saviour — and 
then to feed upon his Word and obey his 
commands. 


Lesson Outlines 
CHOOSE YE! 
1. Life or death (Deut. 30:15) 
2. Blessing or cursing (Deut. 30:19) 
3. Righteousness or unrighteousness (2 
Cor. 6:14) 

4. Light or darkness (2 Cor. 6:14) 
5. Christ or Satan (2 Cor. 6:15) 
6. Heaven or hell (Rev. 21:7, 8) 

THE PRODIGAL’s DECISION 

(Luke 15) 

He faced facts (v. 17, f.c.) 
He realized his folly (v. 17, 1c.) 
He decided to return (v. 18) 
He arose and went (v. 20) 

THE FATHER’S WELCOME 
He saw him afar off (v. 20) 
He ran to meet him (v. 20) 
He heard his confession (v. 21) 
He clothed and feasted him (vs. 22, 23) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Possessing Our Possessions. In the lit- 
tle Book of Obadiah, verse 17, we read 
of a time coming when “the house of 
Jacob shall possess their possessions.” 
This is most suggestive. Of how many 
can it be said today that we really make 
our own practically what God has given 
us in title? Joshua and his people were 
promised actual possession of every 
place the soles of their feet should tread 
upon. In spiritual things it is good to 
have a big foot and to put it down often ! 
I Will Be With Thee. If God is with 
us, what need we fear? It is as we real- 
ize his presence we shall be strong and 
of good covrage, knowing that no foe 
shall be able jo stand against us when 
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we go forth in dependence upon his al- 
mighty power. 

Me and My House. God delights to 
save the households of his people. He 
would have the head of the house claim 
all the children for him and seek to 
bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. “Thou... and thy 
house” (Acts 16:31) is a recognized prin- 
ciple in Scripture. Joshua’s was a faith 
like that of Noah and of Abraham (Gen. 
7: 35 36:36, 18). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

If saved, all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places are ours in Christ, but 
are we entering into them practically? 

Canaan is typical not simply of Heaven 
after death, but of a heavenly experience 
here on earth. Are we “living in Canaan 
now’? 

Have we made the great decision and 
settled it that we will serve the Lord? 

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing.” Have we seen 
the end of self in the cross of Christ? 


A mere determination to lead a Chris- 
tian life does not make one a Christian. 
Have you been born again? 

Are we who are Christian parents ac- 
cepting and acting upon our responsibil- 
ities to bring our children with us into 
the family of God? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Satan and all his hosts are powerless 
to keep us out of our inheritance if we 
go forward in obedience to the Word of 
the Lord. 

Joshua’s decision was based upon a 
definite knowledge of God, revealed to 
his soul by the Holy Spirit. 

The faith of the parents will not save 
the children, but a godly example will 
go far toward leading them to Christ. 

The flesh can be very religious and 
make all kinds of vows and pledges, but 
it is powerless to keep them. 


It is only when the conscience is truly 
reached that a decision of lasting value 
can be made. 

To serve the Lord means far more than 
to undertake certain religious respon- 
sibilities, for we must really know him 
first if we would serve him in reality. 

CHICAGO. 

ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT is the outstanding theme of the 
Book of Joshua? 


2. Of what does the passage through the 
river Jordan speak when looked at typically? 


3. Have the people of Israel ever pos- 
sessed the entire inheritance as indicated 
in verse 4? 


4. What specific promise was given. to 
Joshua for his encouragement? 


5. How did God seek to encourage Joshua? 


6. Was the word of the Lard fulfilled dur- 
ing Joshua’s lifetime? 


7. What choice did their aged leader set 
before his people? 


8. What response did they make? 


9. How did Joshua endeavor to deepen 
their sense of their own helplessness? 


10. What was their ultimate decision? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 443 of this issue. , 
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Lesson for July 3 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


What Struck Him Most?—I will be 
with thee: I will not fail thee, nor for- 
sake thee (Josh. 1:5b). A young soldier, 
back from service in South Africa, tried 
to get out of telling of his experiences 
by saying that nothing had ever hap- 
pened to him; but his questioner was 
persistent. “Something must have hap- 
pened,” she declared. “Now tell me, in 
all your experiences in South Africa, 
what was it that struck you most?” 
“Well, ma’am,” said the soldier after 
some thought, “the thing that struck me 
most was the number of bullets that 
missed me.”—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Naomi Dilday, St. Louis, Mo. 


A Missionary’s Faithfulness.—I will 
not fail thee, nor forsake thee (v. 5c). 
Out in Suchowfu, China, a city which is 
now under fire, we have a silver-haired 
missionary doctor, Dr. Nettie D. Grier. 
A man from Philadelphia, reporting for 
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the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, re- 
cently visited Suchowfu. He found Dr. 
Grier in great danger, but surrounded 
by hundreds of patients, and calmly go- 
ing about her daily tasks. When her 
visitor asked her why she did not leave, 
the reply was: “That is just what the 
consuls have been writing and telegraph- 
ing me to do. But when I came to China 
forty years ago I dedicated my life to the 
Chinese people. I cannot leave them 
now. It would be shabby treatment, and 
the Chinese would not understand.” If 
she would not forsake those who trusted 
her, how much more can we count on 
God’s faithfulness !—From the Presbyte- 
rian Record. Sent by William H. Ensign, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


A Pitiable Epitaph—Only be thou 
strong and very courageous, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all 
the law, which Moses my servant com- 
manded thee (v. 7). On the tomb of 
Joseph II of Austria, in the royal ceme- 
tery at Vienna, is this pitiable epitaph, 
prepared by direction of the king him- 
self. “Here lies a monarch who, with 
the best intentions, never carried out a 
single plan.”—From “Upper Currents,” 
by J. R. Miller, D.D. Sent by William 
H. Ensign, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Was the Clergyman Right?—Choose 
you this day whom ye will serve (24: 
15). There is a story told in Benjamin 
Franklin’s Autobiography of a clergy- 
man who was ordered to read the proc- 
lamation made by Charles I, bidding 


‘** Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy”’ (1 Tim. 6:17). 
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the people to return to sports on Sun- 
days. To his congregation’s horror and 
amazement, he did read the Royal edict 
in church, which many clergy had re- 
fused to do. But he followed it with 
the words, “Remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy,” and added, “Brethren, 
I have laid before you the command- 
ment of your king and the command- 
ment of your God. I leave to you to 
judge which of the two ought rather to 
be observed.”—From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


At This Very Hour.—Choose you this 
day (v. 15). An evangelist tells how he 
was praying with an inquirer. A man 
came in, and kneeling down prayed, 
“Lord, save this poor soul, even as thou 
didst save me at two o’clock this morn- 
ing.” Somehow that two o’clock helped 
the inquirer mightily, it put such reality 
into the transaction. He said, “If you 
were saved at two o’clock this morning, 
why should not I be saved at eight 
o’clock this evening?” “This day” means 
any moment.—From Record ‘of Christian 
Work. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


“Not Quite Bright”?—As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord 
(Golden Text). Billy Sunday’s choir 
leader, Mr. Rodeheaver, told the follow- 
ing touching story about a boy who sang 
in his choir. “Joey was not quite bright. 
He would never leave the tabernacle till 
he could shake my hand. He would 
stand right next to me until the last man 
had gone, in order to say good-by. It 
was embarrassing at times. One evening 
a man came forward to speak to me. 
He said, ‘I want to thank you for being 
so kind to Joey. He isn’t quite bright, 
and has never had anything he enjoyed 
so much as coming here and singing in 
the choir. He has worked hard in the 
day in order to be ready in time to come 
here at night. He has coaxed us to come, 
too, and it is through him that my wife 
and our five children have been led to 
the Lord. His grandfather, seventy-five 
years old and an infidel all his life, and 
his grandmother have come tonight and 
now the whole family are converted.’ ” 
—From the Sunday School Banner. Sent 
by Miss J. B. James, Toronto, Can. 


Why She Was There.—As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord (Golden 
Text). A visitor at a school of religious 
education voiced her feeling to a young 
woman whose life supposedly was dedi- 
cated to Christian work. “How wonder- 
ful to be able to do so much for Christ !” 
“You are mistaken,” came the answer. 
“Not for Christ? Why, then, are you 
here?” “I work for humanity; if that 
is a new idea to you it is well you came.” 
That was the confession of one who was 
about to receive her degree in theology ! 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 

ve 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THE Sun- 
DAY ScHooL, Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost make so plain 
to thy children the choices that must be made 
if we would follow thee. Thou dost not leave 
us in doubt as to the great principles and the 
special guidance upon which these choices 
must be based. For if we choose the course 
apart from thee, we are on the wrong side 
and we cannot come into the full light that 
thou dost desire for us, or have the joy of 
knowing that we are in thy will. Knowing 
our own weaknesses, may we not make prom- 
ises to thee in the spirit of pride, but may 
we commit ourselves to thee for strength to 
do what thou wouldst have us do: not re- 
lying upon our frail humanity, but upon thy 
grace and power. If we have positions of 
leadership may we be quietly confident, not 
in our own strength, but in thy strength, and 
seek wisdom from thee at all times. Help us 
in this school to learn from thee the lessons 
that thou wouldst have us teach to others, 
and may we let thy Word be the Book of 
Life for each one of us. We ask this in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—What a responsi- 
bility Joshua had! Just think of leading 
a people like the Israelites after Moses 
had been their leader, and what that 
must have meant to Joshua! It made all 
the difference in the world for the peo- 
ple to decide to whom they would be 
loyal. It makes that same difference to 
you and to me in our decisions, if we 
decide that we will follow the Lord 
faithfully, and ask him for strength and 
courage to do that. Then we are on his 
side, which is always the true and best 
side to be on. If we waver and hesitate 
and decide that God cannot be trusted to 
lead us aright, then we shall go along in 
ways that lead only to disappointment 
and distress and worse. Some of us in 
this very room today are facing impor- 
tant choices. You may be wanting to 
know what God wants you to do about 
your work, your studies, your home life. 
God help us all just to learn from him 
the way in which he wants us to go, as 
we open his Word for light, as we talk 
with wise Christian friends, as we lay 
our whole case before him, whose wis- 
dom never fails, whose grace is sufficient 
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for every one of his children. There 
may be Jordans to cross, there may be 
lands to conquer, there may be enemies 
to meet, but if the Lord is leading, why 
should we fear? Let us ask him today 
to show us clearly our path of duty, and 
to keep us true in it. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Pat on the Back.—Be strong and 
of a good courage (Josh. 1:6). You may 
remember that when the “under cover” 
men came back from an inspection of 
the Promised Land they carried two big 
bunches — one was a big bunch of grapes 
and the other a big bunch of fears (Num. 
13:23, 28-33). They reported the land 
to be occupied by big bad men, and 
thereby scared the God-led and God-fed 
into a mob of unbelieving cowards whom 
God had to let die off in the desert that 
a new generation might arise. 

But there was a minority report signed 
by Ben Joshua and Ben Caleb. The gist 
of this minority report was, “Come on, 
let’s go and get it. Of course we can, 
with the help of the God-of-the-cloud- 
and-the-manna.” That report showed 
high faith. 

Yet, notwithstanding these brave 
words here, we see God patting Joshua 
on the back and saying, “Be strong and 
of a good courage.” The bravest need 
the pat on the back. You know the old 
story, I reckon. 

The troops were charging the enemy. 
The young soldier was white with ap- 
prehension. “Scared, Buddy?” asked Old 
Bill, the veteran, “You bet I’m scared,” 
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said the boy; “and if you were half as 
scared as I am you’d turn tail and run!” 
In this world where our life is a con- 
stant warfare against our adversary, the 
noblest and bravest of men get “scared” 
at times. It is only their faith and man- 
hood that keeps them facing the enemy. 

God knows all that and tells us so 
over and over in his Book. He comes to 
pat us on the back to let us know, “I 
am with thee.” From Joshua to Paul 
in the Bible, down to You and Me 
out of the Bible, from God comes 
in one way and another the cheering 
words, “Be strong.” 

Here is the verse I write in my note- 
beok, and the promise upon which I do 
business: Deuteronomy 31:6. 


Our America.—Fear the Lord, and 
serve him in sincerity and in truth (24: 
14). In this twenty-fourth chapter is 
the farewell address of one of the 
world’s great leaders. Read it over again 
carefully, and then note this wind up. 
The peroration, as it were, when the 
speaker is supposed to soar into a great 
summing up. “Fear the Lord, and serve 
him.” Israel was not to get mixed up 
with people and affairs that were none 
of Israel’s business. 

Now go to the library and get a good 
life of Washington and get the farewell 
address of the great leader whose pic- 
ture you see on our money and stamps. 
The “Father of His Country” tells the 
children of Uncle Sam pretty much the 
same as Joshua told the Children of Is- 
rael, Fearing and serving God has been 
the secret of America’s security, growth, 
prosperity, and happiness. 

The people of America, by and large, 
have feared God and served him in sin- 
cerity and truth. Sure, we have to lock 
certain of our citizens up now and then 
—but we are told there are spots on 
the sun! 

But the fact remains that where there 
is a group of citizens in village or cross- 
roads, there you will find a place where 
neighbors assemble for worship. 


The Ups and Downs.—The people an- 
swered and said, God forbid that we 
should forsake the Lord (v. 16). In the 
preceding paragraph you have the splen- 
did winding up of Joshua’s address. Here 
you have Vox Populi in answer. I had 
almost written the people’s “come-back,” 
which means the same thing, but is in 
the mill and street vernacular. 

You will remember that after Joshua 
came the procession of presidents the 
Book calls “Judges,” and with them Is- 
rael began its long career of Good this 
time and Bad the next. Happy with a 
Deborah and miserable with the Midian- 
ites. Up with a Gideon and down as 
soon as he was dead (Judges 6:1; 8:33). 

Then came the Kings where Saul 
started the same wavy up and down line. 
If some engineer of morals should plot 
a graph of Israel’s religious history it 
would look like a design for a roller 
coaster. The topmost climb would be 
the David peak. You can name the 
other peaks. The low dips you can also 
name, but the line would end on the 
Euphrates where old Vox Populi hung 
the harps on the Babylonian willows 
(Psa. 137:1-3). 

The sad truth of the matter is that 
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while folks may be perfectly sincere 
when they cry in voice or heart, “God 
forbid !” yet the Adversary is tireless 
and resourceful, and the first thing man 
or nation knows the “God forbid” is for- 
gotten and “groves” and “images” and 
“high places” are set up and man and 
nation are set down. 

One of the familiar moving pictures — 
moving one to tears—is the fine big 
Christian family all tied up with and ac- 
tive in church and Sunday school. Then 
when “Joshua” passes on, these boys and 
girls “step out” of the “old-fashioned 
narrowness” and start down the cocktail 
and Sunday sport routes. From the “God 
forbid” of the old home influence of 
“Joshua” to the “Well, here’s how !” and 
“Here’s lookin’ at ya!” of the “wet” 
social life. But cutting loose from “Puri- 
tanical Narrowness” they have cut loose 
from the best in this world and the 
world to come. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories® 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Joshua: One of the Great. 


Discussion: What, in a fellow’s life to- 
day, calls for conviction, faith, courage, 
and action? When is the time to be still? 


Objective: Definitely choosing to be a 
true servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, Joshua, though dead, yet 

liveth. He can do you a good turn 
today if you will let him. He will help 
you to get that chin up and a new fear- 
lessness in your heart. The spirit of 
Joshua was so fine. He was a man of 
conviction; a man of faith; a man of 
courage; a man of action. That com- 
bination is unwhippable; provided, of 
course, that the faith is in God and in 
his promises. That was where Joshua 
dug in, and nothing could budge him. 
Joshua, with Caleb alone, stood erect 
and unterrified at Kadesh-Barnea when 
the other ten spies reported the giants 
(Anakim) and walled cities in Canaan, 
and said, “We be not able to go up 
against the people”; when they said, “We 
were in our own sight as grasshoppers, 
and so we were in their sight”; when all 
the people of Israel wept all night and 
said, “Would God we had died in the 
land of Egypt!” when even Moses and 
Aaron “fell on their faces before all the 
assembly.” 

Joshua and Caleb said: “The Lord is 
with us: fear them not.” And all the 
people hooted them down and sought 
to have them stoned. Read that thrilling 
aceount in Numbers 13 and 14. 

Is it any wonder that the Lord selected 
Joshua to be Moses’ successor to lead 
the Israelites into the promised land? 
He was a man for the place that re- 
quired a real man. He had arrived on 
the scene of a crisis in Israel’s history 
— just when the Lord needed a leader. 

Conviction: Joshua was under deep 
conviction that the people of Israel 
should go forward and not back. 

Faith: Joshua believed the Lord 
would fulfill his covenant — would keep 
his promise to give them the land (Exod. 
6:8). Probably his faith stood its great- 
est test as he crossed the Jordan and 
marched his men around the walls of 
Jericho thirteen times and blew a long 
blast on a ram’s horn. Read Joshua, 
chapters 3 to 6, inclusive. 

Courage: Joshua fearlessly faced dis- 
couragement within the camp and foes 
outside. His was the courage of convic- 
tion and faith. 

Action: Joshua was “on his toes” from 
the start to the finish of his career. The 
only times he was down or inactive was 
when awaiting the clear orders of the 
Lord. (See Josh. 7:6-10.) 

Fellows, God needs men like Joshua 
today. He does not use Joshua now be- 
cause Joshua’s day has come and gone. 
Your day has just come. You are not 
here at this time by accident; it was 
planned that way. He wants you. 

Conviction, faith, courage, and action 
are qualities which can be yours just 
as well as Joshua’s. You have the same 
covenant-keeping Lord that Joshua had, 


and he has said you “shall be strong, 
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and do exploits” if you know him. (See 
Dan. 11:32, lc.) The Lord lets you know 
him when you choose him. “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve; ... as for 
me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 


ASHEBORO, N. C. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 440) 


1. It is the book of the inheritance, and 
illustrates our present call to enter into our 
possessions in Christ. 


2. Of our death with Christ, whereby we 
become possessors of what God has already 
made ours in title. 

3. No. In Solomon’s days the kingdom 
almost covered the extent predicted. In 
the coming kingdom age they will possess 
it all. 

4. That God would never fail or forsake 
him if he acted courageously in obedience 
to the Word. 

5. By the promise that no foe would be 
able to stand before him. 

6. It was. Ere he died the whole land 
was subdued and the enemies not destroyed 
were put under tribute. 

7. To decide between idolatry and alle- 
giance to the one true and living God. 

8. They declared they would serve the 
Lord. 

9. He sought to impress upon them a sense 
of the holiness of God and the exclusive 
character of his service. 

10. They insisted that they had made their 
choice and would serve him alone. 


vw 
My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to take Christ 
as their personal guide. 


Activity.—Write the references and 
questions on slips of paper and pass to 
the class. Each girl may read her refer- 
ence, then ask the questions for the 
others to answer. Prepare two placards: 
1. “Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve.” 2. “As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.’’ Suggest that the 
girls keep notebooks as follows: 1. Each 
week write a short story of the lesson 
character. 2. Illustrate story with maga- 
zine pictures or hand drawings. 3. Ex- 
press the leading thought of lesson in 
simple terms. 5 

Memory Verse.—‘‘As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord’? (Josh. 24: 
15d). 











IRLS, whose desires are you consid- 

ering when you make _ choices? 
(Prov. 3:5, 6.) Today we study a char- 
acter from the Old Testament who chose 
to put God first in his life, and who, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
was able to overcome great obstacles. 
(Have the first placard on display dur- 
ing the lesson discussion.) 

You may read your references and ask 
the questions for the class to answer. 
(See “Activity” in Lesson Outline 
above.) 1. To which Jewish tribe did 
Joshua belong? (Num. 13:8, 16.) 2. How 
did Joshua first prove his ability for 
military leadership? (Exod. i7:13.) 3. 
How did Joshua show his confidence in 
God’s power? (Num. 14:6-9.) 4. How did 
Joshua receive his commission for lead- 
ership? (Deut. 34:9.) 5. What position 
did Joshua hold among his people? 
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(Josh. 1:10.) 6. What was one of the 
duties which Joshua had to perform? 
(Josh. 1:6.) 7. Find three things which 
Joshua did to provide worship for the 
people (Josh. 8:30, 32, 35). 8. Why was 
Joshua successful? (Josh. 6:27.) 9. How 
old was Joshua when he died? (Josh. 24: 
29.) 10. How did his influence continue 
to help the people? (Josh. 24:31.) 

Our lesson speaks of Joshua as a loyal 
leader. Let us look at the first section 
. of the text to learn the secret of his abil- 
ity. (Read Joshua 1:1-9.) When did 
the definite call to leadership come to 
Joshua? (vs. 1, 2.) Have you ever been 
impatient to do something important for 
the Lord, and have wondered why you 
had to wait so long for an opportunity 
to begin? Joshua, we have already ob- 
served, had been faithful in the services 
which were given to him to perform, 
and because of his previous preparation, 
he was fitted to undertake a greater 
work for God. You may be wondering 
how your life can be used in the service 
of the Lord. Perhaps you are wondering 
about the choice of a career, or compan- 
ionship, or of standards to be maintained. 
(If the girls have puzzling personal 
problems, the teacher might arrange to 
discuss these individually.) 

All through the Book of Joshua is 
the lesson of letting God lead step by 
step. The people were “clean passed 
over Jordan” before God revealed the 
next part of the program (Josh 4:1). 
How wonderful it is that God does not 
confuse us with a vision of too much 
of the future! (Acts 1:7; Lev. 20:6.) 
He knows the finished plan which he 
desires to have you fulfill, but he wants 
you to concentrate only upon that part 
which he has already disclosed to you 
(Matt. 25:21). 

What were the steps in the program 
which God revealed to Joshua? 1. “Arise, 
go” (v. 1). 2. “I will be with thee” (v. 
5). When the Lord says, “Go,” we may 
be sure that he will go along with us 
(Matt. 28:19, 20). 

However, there were enemies to be 
routed and obstacles to overcome. Three 
times God advised Joshua to be strong 
and courageous. Find these references. 
As you read in Joshua you will notice 
the striking victories which were accom- 
plished because Joshua and his followers 
had faith in what God said to them. In 
the very first place, the priests that car- 
ried the ark of the covenant had faith in 
God’s command. When they dipped their 
feet into the flood waters that were roll- 
ing over the banks of the Jordan River, 
God responded to their faith (Josh. 3: 
26;. 17). 

Then, look at the downfall of Jericho. 
(One of the girls might report on Joshua 
6:1-20.) The people had finished obey- 
ing every one of God’s commands re- 
garding this siege before they saw even 
one sign of victory. “Shout,” said Joshua, 
“for the Lord hath given you the city.” 
“And the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the wall fell down flat.” “Nay, 
in all these things [even stone walls] we 
are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). 

What were the conditions for victory? 
(vs. 7-9.) 1. Daily study of God’s Word. 
2. Obedience to the law of God. 3. Abso- 
lute faith in God’s presence. 
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At the close of his life Joshua called 
his followers together and reviewed with 
them all the wonderful exhibitions of 
God’s guidance and protection. (Call for 
a report on Joshua 24:1-13, and read 
verses 14-31.) Three times Joshua told 
the people to put away “strange gods” 
and serve the Lord, and three times the 
people declared their intention to do 
this. Find and mark these portions of 
the text in your Bibles. What are some 
of the “strange gods” that a modern girl 
might worship? Each one of you may 
look into your own heart and see 
whether you have given the Lord God 
the pre-eininence, or has first place been 
given to some human being or some 
worldly attraction? Too often our 
thought is, “What will people think of 
me if I take a definite stand for Christ?” 
Instead, our thought should be, “What 
will the Lord think of me if I turn him 
aside?” 

Here are two bits of advice from this 
lesson: i. “Incline your heart unto the 
Lord God of Israel” (Josh. 24:23b). He 
longs for vour love and service. 2. “Turn 
not from it to the right hand or to the 
left” (Josh. 1:7b; Col. 1:10). (Show 
placard with the words of the Memory 
Verse.) 

Next Sunday we shall study Caleb, 
another character from the Book of 
Joshua. During the week you may read 
as much as possible of this book of vic- 
torious adventures, listing each chapter 
with a title of your choice. Learn Psalm 
20: 7. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


SUGGESTIONS ON TEACHING 
THE THIRD QUARTER’S LESSONS 


HE lessons this quarter all deal with 

Old Testament characters. The chil- 
dren who have been in Sunday school, or 
have had Bible stories, will know some 
of them, but to many of your children 
they will be new. Let’s present them in 
a way that they will never forget. I 
would suggest making for each lesson 
a framed picture to put on the wall, at 
least until the end of the quarter. Get 
tagboard for the backs of the pictures, 
and colored matboard for the frames. 
Cut out backgrounds either from maga- 
zines or colored paper, and paste on the 
tagboard. Then put the figures of people 
in the foreground. Do the picture in a 
poster style, with not too much attention 
to faces. Magazines and encyclopedias 
will help you on ancient costumes. It 
is more interesting to build the picture 
in class, and then paste on the frame, 
which has been already prepared, and 
the picture “¥ ready for the wall. 

With a little reviewing, the stories will 
become very familiar to the children, 
and they wil) never forget the pictures. 
For Review Sunday, make a special ef- 
fort to get the parents there, and have 
them see the pictures and hear the 
stories. Make a real occasion of it, with 
invitations, and so on. It is one way of 
sowing the seed in some of the non- 
Christian homes from which your chil- 
dren come. 

Above everything, ask the Lord for 
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wisdom and power in teaching the les- 
sons, that they may be used for the sal- 
vation of souls. 


THIs WEEK’s LESSON 
How to Build the Picture 
For the background, blue sky at the 
top, with low hills of green and brown, 
and the Jordan River flowing by. 

Joshua, standing in the foreground, is 

about to lead his army on to victory. 

You can imagine the army just outside 

the picture. If you cannot, the chil- 

dren can. 

Joshua was the man God chose to 
lead the Israelites after Moses died. He 
was a man who believed what God said, 
and trusted God to lead him and the 
people. God spoke to him and told him 
to lead the people over Jordan, and God 
would give them all the land he had 
promised them, and would drive out be- 
fore them the wicked people who lived 
there. 

But the Jordan River was flooded and 
out of its banks. How could they get 
across? Did Joshua get discouraged? 
Not a bit. He just trusted God, and God 
told him to have the priests bear the ark 
to the edge of the water, and then walk 
into the water, and when the people 
saw them do this, they were all to be 
ready to march in their regular order. 

When the feet of the priests went into 
the water, the waters of Jordan rolled 
back and piled up in a wall on the up- 
stream side, and the water ran away 
from the downstream side, and the 
priests carried the ark into the middle 
of the stream, and stood on dry ground 
while all Israel passed over, also on dry 
ground. 

Joshua led them in battle against their 
enemies, the wicked nations of this land 
God had given them. In our picture 
today, we can imagine the man is 
Joshua, just ready to lead his army 
against the enemy. You can’t see all 
the army, but we’ll make believe they 
are right outside the edge of the picture. 

Joshua always trusted God, and God 
gave him victory over the men of Ca- 
naan, and he took the land and divided 
it between the tribes of Israel, so they 
had homes where they lived happily and 
peacefully for a long time. 

Our Golden Text is something Joshua 
said to Israel when he was an old man 
about to die. He told them to remember 
all the things God had done for them 
from the time he called Abraham from 
Ur, how he had delivered them out of 
Egypt, and had given them a land of 
their own. Some of the people had for- 
gotten God, and were worshiping the 
idols of the nations around there, and 
so Joshua told them, “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve; ... but as for 
me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 

Did you know that every person in 
the world must choose whether he or 
she will serve God or idols? Yes, every 
one of us here this morning must choose. 
Some people think they can get out of 
making a choice, and keep putting it off, 
saying sometime they will accept Christ 
and be Christians. But all the time, they 
are choosing not to accept Christ, and 
then some day it is too late for them to 
change their choice. 

I hope every child is going to decide 
today to believe the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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and accept him for their own Saviour. 
Then you will be making the same wise 
choice that Joshua made so many hun- 
dreds of years ago. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 10. Messages from Great Hymns. Psa. 98. 


Sunday, July 3 
A Singing Religion 
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Acts 16:25) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—A new kind of song (Psa. 40:1-8). 
Tues.—Sing for joy (1 Pet. 1:3-9) 
Wed.—Praying in song (Eph. 3:14-21). 


Thurs.—Singing our gratitude (Heb. 13: 
14-16). 

Fri.—Singing with the saints above 
(Rev. 5:8-14). 


_ Sat.—A song for the ages (Psa. 145:1-21). 











OHN ERICSSON was a native of 

Sweden who came to America and 
won great fame as an inventor and 
scientist. He lived a secluded life and 
denied himself to visitors. One day 
Jenny Lind, “the Swedish nightingale,” 
came to visit him. She sent up her 
card, but apparently he did not recall 
her identity and he did not appear. 
Then the singer began to sing one of 
the old Swedish lullabies with which 
Scandinavian mothers sing their chil- 
dren to sleep. At the sound of the 
golden notes, recalling childhood’s happy 
days, the closed door opened, and out 
came Ericsson, with tears in his eyes, 
to greet and thank Jenny Lind. 

ye 

Music has power to open many locked 
hearts, and it has a real place in Chris- 
tian worship for this reason, if for no 
other. Thousands of hearts have either 
been won to Christ, or softened sé that 
the message of his love and mercy could 
enter through the ministry of a Gospel 
song or hymn. 

Great evangelists have been quick to 
testify to the power of consecrated song 
in their meetings. Moody’s ministry was 
greatly enriched and made effective by 
Sankey, Chapman’s and Torrey’s by 
Charles Alexander, and Billy Sunday’s 
by Homer Rodeheaver. 

4 

But not only can music reach those 
who have strayed from God’s love and 
care, it can inspire and help those who 
are seeking to follow him. Singing is 
commanded by many of the Psalms as 
a means of expressing thanksgiving and 
praise to God (Psa. 33:2, 3; 51:14; 66:2; 
67:4; 68:32; 81:1; 105:2; 149:5). 


4 

Singing is a witness to others of the 
joy in our hearts, even in the midst of 
trials. Paul and Silas, although their 
backs were sore and bleeding from the 
beating they had received, sang in the 
Philippian jail. The other prisoners 
heard them, and, what is more, the jailer 
ran to them, when the jail was shaken 
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by an earthquake, and found salvation 
(Acts 16: 25-33). 
$e 

Singing can stimulate and. encourage 
drooping spirits or flagging zeal. Nehe- 
miah recognized this when he reorgan- 
ized the singers and instrumentalists to 
encourage the people who had returned 
to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls and 
again set up their government. 


Singing has a place in teaching and 
admonition for Christians (Col. 3:16). 
Many of our great hymns and Gospel 
songs are expressions of personal ex- 
perience of God’s faithfulness and love 
and mercy. Many bring us in musical 
setting truths found in his Word. When 
we sing these songs and hymns thought- 
fully and whole-heartedly, these truths 
are driven home to us, and these experi- 
ences find confirmation and response in 
our own hearts, or create a desire there 
that leads to closer fellowship with 
Christ. 

ve 

Christians should sing, for they of all 
people have something to sing about, 
and for which to rejoice and praise. 

se 


How can singing be a greater help and 
blessing in our young people’s meeting? 


How can our young people’s group help 
others by its singing? 


How does what we sing affect the help 
derived from our singing? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





q Children at Home 





Rags is Missing 
A Fourth of July story founded on fact 
By Frederick Hall 


6“ OTHER—!” Then Billy stopped. 

Bang! went the cannon upon the 
hill. Rattle-crackle-fizz! spluttered a 
dozen firecrackers across the street. My, 
it was exciting! And so it had been 
going ever since he wakened. “Mother,” 
he went on, “where is Rags?” 

His mother looked up from the basket 
she was packing. 

“Rags? Why, I don’t know. Come to 
think, I can’t remember seeing him this 
morning. Perhaps—Oh, Billy!” She 
turned and handed him a salt shaker. 
“Will you run across to Aunt Evelyn’s 
and ask her for some salt? We are all 
out, and we'll need it for the hard boiled 
eggs.” 

Outside, in the swing under the apple 
tree, Betty sat tingling all over every 
time she heard a firecracker. 

“Betty,” her brother said, 
Rags?” 

“I don’t know,” answered Betty. 

“I have looked for him everywhere. 
Will you look? I have to go over to 
Aunt Evelyn’s.” 

Betty usually did anything Billy sug- 
gested, and now, springing from the 
swing, she ran to the garage where Rags 
slept. Just at that moment the cannon 
on the hill gave another Bang! Rags 
was not in the garage — she even looked 
in the car and under it—so she went 


“where is 
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Special Summer Prices 


_ BIBLE 
STUDY HELPS 


A special attraction for Bible 
students! Avail yourself of this 
opportunity of increasing your 


Bible knowledge. 


Four Home Study Courses 
at Reduced Rates 
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of each examination. 
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to the barn where Bluebird, the Shet- 
land pony, had his box stall. 

“Bluebird,” she said, “do you know 
where Rags is?” 

Bluebird looked at her through his 
shaggy forelock and stretched out his 
head, (sometimes Betty gave him an 
apple). But they had no way of really 
talking to each other, and so, though 
Bluebird may have had his suspicions, 
Betty did not learn anything from him. 
A few minutes later, she, too, came into 
the kitchen, asking: 

“Mother, where is Rags?” 

“Why —I’m sure I don’t know. Maybe 
he went with Father—up town, you 
know, to get the paper.” 

But Father came in at that moment, 
and he said he had no idea where Rags 
was. 

“Found him?” 

Billy rushed in, panting, 
shaker held tight in his hand. 

“No.” Betty shook her head. “And 
Rags better hurry, or he can’t go with 
us to the picnic.” 

“You don’t think—” Billy looked at 


the salt 


his father. “Rags couldn’t be lost?” 
“No, no.” His father laughed at the 
idea. “He is probably playing around 


somewhere. I wouldn’t worry.” 

They did not. Who can worry to the 
music of firecrackers, and with a picnic 
close at hand? But it was more serious, 
when the car stood ready and Mother 
brought out the lunch basket and still 
there was no Rags. 


A Christian Home for Children 


up to age 12. Private. Every convenience, good care 

and training. Beautiful hillside, safe, off the main high- 

way. Reasonable rates. Apply to Miss N. Collins 
South Boulevard, S. Nyack, N. Y. 


GETTING Uncertainty, doubt, persecution, 
DARK? struggles for life itself, bitter dis- 

appointments, discouragement, test- 
ings and temptations. All these and more surround 
the believer, yet in the midst of the darkness the 
Christian will. find hope, courage, and strength in 


STREAMS IN THE DESERT 


BY MRS. CHAS. E. COWMAN 


A RICH, DEVOTIONAL PRICE 
MESSAGE FOR EACH DAY $1.50 
Bible Institute Colportage Ass'n 
837 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 


CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 


FOR 


Sunday Schools 


Quarterlies and Papers following the 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics. A full sample pack 
including our General Catalogue will be sent on 
application by any Sunday school official. 

















ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























Montrose School for Girls 


MONTROSE, PENNSYLVANIA 
A fully accredited coliege preparatory boarding 
school, with special emphasis on Bible teaching. 
College trained sound Christian instructors, Va- 
ried athletics and winter sports in lovely moun- 
tain region. 


Registrations now received for fall entrance 
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‘He couldn’t be lost!” Billy repeated. 

“No, no,” said his father. “Why, Rags 
has been gone before. He has his own 
affairs, you know. You left something 
for his dinner, Mother? — When we get 
back, Rags will probably be frisking 
around here.” 

But when they came back (I leave 
you to imagine the picnic), Rags was 
not there, and the dinner left for him 
was untouched. 

“You don’t suppose —” Billy began. 

“Now, see here,” said his father. “Just 
trust Rags to look out for himself. He 
will do it.” 

And they went out on the front steps 
to watch the rockets go up and up and 
burst at last in a shower of stars. They 
sat up, if you can believe it, until an 
hour after bedtime, but, even then, 
there was no sign of Rags. 

The sun was just rising and Billy and 
Betty were still fast asleep, when with 
drooping ears and tail, Rags trotted 
slowly across the lawn. The barn door 
stood open. He went in. 

“Well?” said Bluebird. 

(He and Rags could make each other 
understand.) 

“All over?” Rags whispered. 

*‘T think so. I have not heard anything 
since last night.” 

“Good.” Rags lay down wearily on a 
bale of hay. “Have you any idea why 
they did it?” 

“Some kind of birthday,” answered 
Bluebird. “Their country’s, I heard one 
of them say.” 

“Silly way to celebrate it, if you ask 
me. All that dreadful noise! Didn’t you 
hate it?” 

“IT didn’t care for it,” Bluebird admit- 
ted. “Of course,” he added, “they didn’t 
make any noise in here.” 

“Well, a boy threw a firecracker right 
at me. That was when I decided I had 
had enough. I went straight to the thick 
woods and I stayed there.” 

“You look tired and hungry,” said 
Bluebird. “I think they set out some 
food for you.” 

Rags sprang up. 

*T’d better go look and see.” 

When Billy and Betty opened the door, 
a couple of hours later, there was Rags. 
He still looked a bit tired, but he was 
wagging a cheerful tail. 

Berea, Ky. 
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The Editor's Summer Conferences 





HE Editor of THE Sunpay ScHoon 
Times, Charles G. Trumbull, is look- 
ing forward to opportunities for confer- 
ence ministry again this summer on the 
Pacific Coast, including a conference in 
Minnesota on the way west, and will be 
grateful for the prayers of readers that 
God’s blessing may accompany these 
meetings. The conferences will be de- 
voted to Bible studies of the Victorious 
Life in Christ, and Bible Prophecy and 
the Signs of the Times. The Editor will 
specially welcome the opportunity of 
meeting readers of THE SunDAY SCHOOL 
Times, and hopes they will pass on 
the word to others about these meetings. 
June 19-26.—Breckenridge, Minn. First Bap- 
tist Church, Sixth and Nebraska Streets, the 


Rev. Alexander V. Hoiriis, pastor. Those 
interested, in the border region of Minnesota, 
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North Dakota, and South Dakota, wiil be 
heartily welcome. Meetings Sunday mornings 
and evenings, and week-day evenings except 
Saturday. 


July 10-15.—San Gabriel, Calif. San Gabriel 
Union Church, Pine at Las Tunas, the Rev. 
Roy L. Laurin, pastor. Meetings Sunday 
morning and evening, and week-day evenings. 


August %-14.—Long Beach, Calif. First 
Brethren Church, Fifth Street and Cherry 
Avenue, Dr. Louis S. Bauman, pastor; the 
Rev. Alan S. Pearce, associate pastor. Meet- 
ings Sunday mornings and evenings, and 
week-day evenings except Saturday. 





f With the New Books 


Christ's Church X-Rayed 


“Christ’s Paralyzed Church X- 

Rayed.” By T. J. McCrossan, B.A., 

B.D. (To be had from the author, 

4138 Brooklyn Ave., Seattle, Wash.; 
cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.) 


R. McCROSSAN is a Bible teacher 

and Gospel preacher of wide ex- 
perience who has written a number of 
books in the field of Christian litera- 
ture. He now claims that a creeping 
paralysis has come upon the Church 
through the influence of certain false 
teachings which, he asserts, have caused 
the Church to lose its great influence 
and soul-winning power. 

The surprising fact is that several of 
these alleged “false teachings” are held 
and taught by many of the best, most 
spiritual, and most evangelistic Bible 
schools and Bible teachers of our gen- 
eration. Thus the position of many of 
these best Bible teachers is that every 
Christian is baptized with the Holy 
Spirit at the time of conversion and 
regeneration; that believers are not now 
called upon to tarry, after regeneration, 
for the baptism with the Holy Spirit in 
power; and that bodily healing by faith 
alone, while God unquestionably works 
such healing from time to time when he 
knows it is best, is nevertheless not of- 
fered to all believers today, in the atone- 
ment, like salvation. Yet Mr. McCrossan 
calls these positions false teachings, 
actually says that they are paralyzing 
the Church, and sharply, harshly criti- 
cizes those who hold them. 

Mr. McCrossan uses his knowledge of 
the Greek as his X-ray machine in a 
very ingenious way, and endeavors — 
but without avail—to prove that the 
teachings he criticizes are without foun- 
dation. 

In connection with some of these sound 
doctrines which the author calls false, 
he notes that they “have been taught by 
such good men as Doctors C. I. Scofield, 
James Gray, Charles R. Erdman [evi- 
dently he means W. J. Erdman], A. C. 
Gaebelein, Campbell Morgan, Scroggie 
and Company (for there are many part- 
ners in this company).” One wondérs 
why these six men have been singled 
out by name without the listing of other 
strong men who held similar views. 
These Bible teachers have been greatly 
used of the Lord, and the Church has 
been mightily strengthened by their 
faithful testimony, despite the severe 
remarks and sharp criticisms of their 
writings that come from this author. 
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An evangelical Christian is shocked to 
hear them branded as superficial schol- 
ars who teach “unscholarly nonsense.” 

The author’s presentation of the per- 
sonality and work of the Holy Spirit de- 
serves attention. Numerous Scripture 
passages are quoted, and an index of 
these passages would prove helpful to 
every serious reader. But his position 
is weakened by the way in which he 
refers to those who differ with him on 
points of interpretation. He emphasizes 
his own knowledge, particularly of the 
Greek, and concerning those who differ 
with him in the exposition of the Scrip- 
tures he declares that they have a very 
superficial knowledge! Yet he does not 
seem to recognize the importance of 
grammatico-historical exegesis with ref- 
erence to the Bible, and in particular to 
the writings of the New Testament. This 
sound method of exegesis not only takes 
into account the grammar of the original 
Greek, but also the historical back- 
ground of the writings. 

According to Mr. McCrossan, those 
who teach that the Church began at 
Pentecost are presenting an utterly false 
doctrine, and he endeavors to show this. 
But our Lord said, “Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I wi. BUILD my church” 
(Matt. 16:18). The reference here is 
plainly future. It must be remembered 
that the Church rests upon the death and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and these great events are placed as pri- 
mary facts in the witness of the early 
Church at Jerusalem. The first disciples 
received ascension gifts, and they went 
forth equipped with them to be used in 
the establishment of the Church. The 
day of Pentecost furnished the firstfruits 
of conversion at the outpouring of the 
Spirit. Truly, as so many evangelical 
Bible teachers hold, that was the great 
birthday of the Christian Church, for 
Jesus had died, risen again, ascended to 
Heaven, and sent the Spirit upon his 
own. 

Mr. McCrossan pleads for an experi- 
ence of the power of the Holy Spirit dis- 
tinct and separate from, and subsequent 
to, conversion. He takes issue with the 
great Bible teachers mentioned who can- 
not endorse his teaching of a so-called 
“second blessing.” He claims that the 
gift of the Spirit is something granted 
to certain Christians as a gift separaie 
from regeneration and conversion. But 
the Scripture tells us, “If any man hath 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His” (Rom. 8:9). “For by one Spirit are 
we all baptized into one body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles” (1 Cor. 12:13); 
“one body, and one Spirit, ... one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism” (Eph. 4:4, 5). 
The believer receives the Holy Spirit at 
conversion. The Lord Jesus said: “He 
that believeth on me, as the scripture 
hath said, from within him shall flow 
rivers of living water. But this spake 
he of the Spirit, which they that be- 
lieved on him were to receive: for the 
Spirit was not yet given; because Jesus 
was not yet glorified” (John 7:38, 39). 
The Holy Spirit was given after the 
ascension of our Lord, when on the day 
of Pentecost the promise of Luke 24:49 
and Acts 1:8 was fulfilled for the wait- 
ing disciples. The blessing at Pentecost 
was not a “second blessing,” but was a 
special manifestation of the Spirit on 


Spirit” has this to say: 
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that great day introducing the age of the 
Spirit. To the hearers of his inspired 
message Peter said: “Repent ye, and 
be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remis- 
sion of your sins; and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For to you 
is the promise, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call unto him” 
(Acts 2:38, 39). Thus the Spirit not 
only came upon the disciples but also 
upon all who believed. 

The disciples at Ephesus mentioned in 
Acts 19:1-7 were followers of. John the 
Baptist. When Paul preached they be- 
lieved, and were baptized, and received 
the Spirit. Acts 19:2 is correctly trans- 
lated in the Revised Version, “Did ye 
receive the Holy Spirit when ye be- 
lieved?” rather than (as in the Author- 
ized Version), “Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye believed?” Dr. Sco- 
field and other sound teachers recog- 
nize this. The question was whether 
they had received the Spirit at their 
baptism. There is certainly no allusion 
to any subsequent time, for the two 
aorist verbs, received. and believed, as 
in the Revised Version, point to one 
definite occasion. There is no second 
blessing to be found in this passage or 
in the other passages cited. But the 
early disciples were “filled” again and 
again with the Holy Spirit. “And this 
experience of being filled with the Holy 
Spirit may be repeated in the lives of 
true believers. 

Mr. McCrossan believes and teaches 
that bodily healing was provided in the 
atonement for all living in this age of 
grace, to be accepted by faith. This 
teaching has repeatedly and convincingly 
been shown to be unscriptural by many 
of the ablest and truest Bible expositors 
of our generation, including some of 
those whom the author denounces so 
severely. Dr. George Smeaton in his 
fine book on “The Doctrine of the Holy 
“The super- 
natural or extraordinary gifts were tem- 
porary, and intended to disappear when 
the Church should be founded and the 
inspired canon of Scripture closed; for 
they were an external proof of an in- 
ternal inspiration.” 

The author’s purpose is to discover 
how the Church came to lose the mighty 
Holy Spirit power, and how it may be 
recovered. He strangely declares that 
certain “good men” have taught “un- 
scholarly nonsense” and by their teach- 
ings have paralyzed the Church. Many, 
including THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, 
would disagree with him by finding the 
cause of the powerlessness of the Church 
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today in the great apostasy. Modern- 
ism is rampant in the churches of our 
day, and the Spirit has been grieved by 
unbelief. But where the true Gospel is 
proclaimed today, God’s power is abun- 
dantly manifested in the salvation of 
souls. Many are looking for a revival, 
and surely our earnest prayers should 
be for this. God abideth faithful; he 
truly blesses and honors all who pro- 
claim his Word in sincerity and in truth, 
and such a message receives the bene- 
diction of the Holy Spirit. The exhorta- 
tion of the apostle Paul is, “Be filled 
with the Spirit,” and the Church of to- 
day needs this infilling of the Spirit of 
the living God. 


Bible Study for Junior High Schools. 
No. 1, Seventh Grade; No. 2, Eighth 
Grade. By Adelaide Knoedler. (To be 
had from Mrs. Adelaide Knoedler, 812 
Chestnut St., Chattanooga, Tenn., 35 
cents, postpaid.) In Chattanooga the 
Bible is taught in the public schools, not 
as a compulsory course but as a popular 
elective. Many readers of THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times will recall the series of 
articles on this work that appeared in 
the issues of January 25, February 1 and 
8, 1936. 

There is now available in attractive 
book form the course used by the author, 
who has been one of the teachers from 
the beginning of the work. No. 1 covers 
the Old Testament and No. 2 the 
New. It is pure Bible study, undenomi- 
national, but clear, true, reverent, and 
spiritual, and carries the approval of 
the noted Christian educator, Dr. J. P. 
McCallie. The lessons are interspersed 


COLUMBIA COLLEGE OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


1708 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Fundamental, Co-educational, Interd a eae 


Offers Bachelor of Theology, Bible and Missionary 
Training, and Special Courses. Highest Spiritual 
and Educational Standard. Write for Catalog. 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons: 


are based 
squarely on 
jthe Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for ‘ond emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians, Undenominational and uncontroversial, 


they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 































AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa 











One hundred and thirty-one acres of natura 
beauty set apart for the glory of God. 





Come 


for a wonderful vacation and Bibie Conference in Ontario’s famed 
Muskoka Lakes District. Inspiring Bible teaching, rich Christian fel- 
lowship, wholesome recreation, excellent cuisine, moderate rates. Con- 
tinuous conference, June 25 to Septemberrs. Speakers include: Rev. 
E. L. Langston and Mr. Montague Goodman, of the English Keswick; 
Rev. John MacBeath, Glasgow; Rev. J.S. Baxter, Edinburgh; Revs. 
‘Tr. Roland Philips, P. W. Philpott, W. H. Wrighton, H.S. Mekeel, 
Wm. C. Coltman. Among the missionary speakers will be Dr. Mary 
Stone and Rev. J. R. Graham, China; Drs. T. Lambie and E. R. 
Hooper, late of Ethiopia. 

Write for illustrated folder giving all particulacs. 


CANADIAN KESWICK CONFERENCE 
Room 319, 366 Bay St., Toronto, Canada. R. V. Bingham, Pres. 


to Canada’s Keswick 
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with blanks to be filled in by the 
pupil. The announced aim is to teach 
that “the Bible is one continued story 
of God’s dealings with man from Genesis 
through Revelation.” 

There are attractive “Completion Ex- 
ercises,” “Selection Exercises,” and 
“Scripture Matching” that the young 
people will find as fascinating as a puz- 
zle. There are also simple outline maps. 
Parents and teachers and Christian 
workers everywhere will find abundant 
use for this course of study in the home 
and school, summer Bible and vacation 
schools. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 27 to July 3 


Mon.—Joshua 1:2-6. Joshua: God’s Choice. 

PraYER SuacesTions: “As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee.” God car- 
ries on his own work. Workers succeed 
workers. In turn we, too, will be suc- 
ceeded by others. God’s presence with 
us is all that can be desired. “I will be 
with thee: I will not fail thee, nor for- 
sake thee.” May this be your unfluctuat- 
ing experience. Abraham’s blessing may 
be yours: “God is with thee in all that 
thou doest” (Gen. 21:22). Pray for the 
Great Commission Prayer League’s Re- 
vival Prayer Rally (July 2 and 3), Gull 
Lake Conference Grounds, Augusta, 
Mich. 


Tues.—Jeshua 24:14-21. God: Joshua’s Cheice. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” If 
you are chosen of God, confess God as 
Lord. “My Lord and my God”! Say 
with Ruth, “Thy people shall be my peo- 
ple, and thy God my God.” Let it be 
said: “Ye have taken the Lord to be 
your God.” Confessors shall be con- 
fessed. Be not ashamed to own your 
Lord, “nor to defend His cause.” Pray 
for Gull Lake Bible and Missionary Con- 
ferences, Midland Park, Augusta, Mich. 


Wed.—1 Kings 18:20-24. Jehovah or Baal? 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How long halt 
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ye between two opinions?” ‘The spir- 
itual disintegration of Israel has its 
counterpart in Christendom. Desire for 
some sort of altar is in every heart. 
Many want religion who will not have 
a divine revelation. This is still the 
point of diversion. There are millions 
serving God in the natural who are not 
concerned about the supernatural. The 
loss of heavenly fire does not bother 
them any more than it did Baal wor- 
shipers. Yet this is the very pith of true 
worship. Pray for the Christian Busi- 
ness Girls’ Association of Chicago. 


Thurs.—Matthew 6:24-29. God or Mammon? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.” The will to pos- 
sess lies within every soul. Pursuit of 
wealth is diametrically opposite to the 
Gospel spirit of self-denial. No man can 
be a citizen of two countries at one 
time; and no man can “serve God and 
mammon.” Pray for the Summer School 
of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
June 21 to July 22. 


Fri.—John 6:66-7L. Christ‘er the World? 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Will ye also go 
away?” Attracted by Christ many have 
later gone back into the world. Apostasy 
of “nominal Christians” increases as the 
age nears its close. Backsliding becomes 
easier. Departure from the faith should 
make our own confession of Christ more 
pronounced. “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
Pray for Multnomah School of the Bible, 
703 N. E. Multnomah Street, Portland, 
Oreg. 
Sat.—Ezekiel 33:11-16. Life or Death? 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Turn ye, turn ye 
... why will ye die... ?” ‘Soon we 
shall all be in the other world — some- 
where. The wickedness of the wicked 
need not sink him into perdition. Turn- 
ing to Christ from wickedness saves 
(John 1:12). Pray for the Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association, 843 N. Wells 
Street, Chicago. 


Sun.—Psaim 119:1-8. 
The Blessedness of Right Choices. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I have respect 
unto all thy commandments.” In the 
realm of moral affections, volition plays 
the part of gatekeeper. The will is the 
monitor of the soul. Regard, reverence, 
esteem, admiration, awe, homage, and 
veneration are the soul’s response to 
Divine revelation. Can you say: ‘“I 














boys by this entrance method. 








FULLY ACCREDITED FOR COLLEGE ENTRANCE 


Stony Brook, in its sixteen years’ history, Washington and Jefferson, Union, Pennsyl- 
has achieved distinction in the college pre- vania, Wheaton, Oberlin, Rensselaer, Poly- 
paratory field. The school is accredited by technic Institute, and Davidson. Other boys 
the Middle States Association of Colleges have successfi.iiy passed College Board ex- 
and Secondary Schools. Its qualified gradu- aminations for Yale and Princeton. 
ates enter on certificate colleges that accept 
In recent School’s program aims to prepare a boy for 
years graduates have gone to such colleges college mentally, physically, and spiritually. 
=< as Brown, Dartmouth, Cornell, Colgate, ‘The school stands for high academic stan- 

‘ Hamilton, New York University, Columbia, dards and effective living. 


Applications for admission now being received for 
fall term beginning September 20 


Stony Brook Schoo 


Please mention THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 


Frank E. GarBecein, Litt.D., Headmaster, Stony Brock, Long Island, N.Y. 


Stony Brook parents rejoice that the 
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have respect unto all thy command- 


ments”? Pray for the Southern High- 
land Evangel Mission, Elizabethton, 
Tenn. 

ye 


A Pastor's Award 
for Distinguished Service 


LLOWING a custom established 
several years ago, the New England 
Fellowship is offering its Pastor’s Award 
for Distinguished Service for 1938. It is 
open to any pastor serving a church of 
evangelical faith in New England who 
is receiving an annual salary of not more 
than $2,000. No application form is 
necessary. A pastor may apply in his 
own behalf or the application may be 
made by his official board or a friend. 
The purpose is to encourage pastors 
of the smaller churches, and give recog- 
nition to the fine work they are doing 
in many communities. The information 
should include their age, whether mar- 
ried or single, the length of their service 
in the ministry and in their present 
church, as well as some of the more in- 
teresting features of their work. 

The award this year will be a two 
weeks’ vacation trip for the pastor and 
his wife. One week will be spent at 
the New England Fellowship Conference 
in Rumney, the winner choosing the 
week he prefers. The other week they 
will be the guests of leading hotels in 
the mountain or seashore resorts of New 
England. 

Application must be filed at once. It. 
should be addressed to the Pastor’s 
Award Committee, 5 Park Street, Boston, 
Mass. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
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Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

475 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 
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package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 
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